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Overview of CO 
Poultry and HPAI



Colorado Commercial Poultry 2021
NASS Rocky Mountain Regional Office - Feb 2022 report

Layers - 5.12 million

1.56 billion eggs

Total chickens - 6.26 million

Value $21.90 million

Colorado ranked #15 in egg production (2017)



Backyard poultry

Exhibition

Niche Markets

Specialty Birds

Waterfowl and Gamebirds

Other 
poultry/birds

in Colorado



What is HPAI?  
Avian Influenza

Influenza A Virus

Carried by waterfowl and shorebirds - globally

Classified into subtypes based on surface proteins (H’s, N’s)

e.g., H5N1, H3N2

H5, H7 - highly pathogenic

Causes severe disease in poultry

Chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, ducks, geese, etc.

>90% morbidity and mortality rate



● Devastating, highly contagious disease

● No treatment, no vaccination

● Impacts to producers, communities, and the economy

● Trade restrictions imposed

● Prevention - biosecurity

● Control - detection and depopulation

HPAI - Foreign Animal Disease



RESPONSE



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai





ag.colorado.gov/HPAIresponse

CO OUTBREAK
DOMESTIC POULTRY

April 2022 - current

22 PREMISES TOTAL - 6,258,702 birds

8 COMMERCIAL
● 1 Broiler Breeder  60,000
● 5 Table Egg Layers  5,983,700
● 1 Pullet Facility  205,000
● 1 Game Bird  12,000

14 NON-COMMERCIAL / BACKYARD
● 5 WOAH Poultry  30 - 600
● 9 WOAH Non-poultry  2 - 54

> 100% impacted

http://ag.colorado.gov/HPAIresponse


CO OUTBREAK
WILD ANIMALS

April 2022 - current

MAMMALS
● 5 skunks

● 2 red foxes 

● 1 black bear

● 2 bobcats 

● 4 mountain lions

WILD BIRDS
Multiple avian species 
affected

● ~8,000-10,000 snow geese

● >2200 Canada geese

● 143+ raptors and scavengers

● Occasional other species: 
mergansers, wood ducks, 
cackling geese, Ross’ geese, 
blue-winged teals, mallards, 
pelicans

ag.colorado.gov/HPAIresponse

http://ag.colorado.gov/HPAIresponse




• Colorado Department of Agriculture:  Lead agency for domestic poultry 

detections

– Work jointly with USDA – APHIS – Veterinary Services, CDPHE, CSU, CPW, DHSEM, other 
local and federal partners

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife:  Lead agency for wild bird and wild 

mammalian detections

– Work jointly with USDA, CSU, CDPHE, USFWS, other local and federal partners

• Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment:  Monitoring 

human health

– Work jointly with local public health, CDC, CDA, CSU

Colorado HPAI Response





WHAT’S NEXT?



 

 WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?

    Increase in cases as migration begins

    Communications and Outreach

    Biosecurity

    Other mitigation efforts



Key 
Messaging

Properly prepared poultry and poultry 
products are safe to eat.

This does not pose a risk to the 
general public. 

Coloradans should avoid touching sick 
or dead birds.

We are working quickly to respond to 
eliminate the virus.



NEXT STEPS

◼ HPAI AAR

◼ Sustainable model for response - 
Strike Team Concept

◼ AHD Bill Proposal



CDA
CDPHE
CPW
CSU
USDA
DHSEM
IMT
Local EM, PH
Fire Districts
Industry
Producers
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