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in 2018 that didn! ‘trake It to intr uc-\\
tiori. Skie sa‘td sl}e spent time learning
about how Colorado’s processes and
policies workM;
; “I knowjxjust like everybody else,
hat our sex offender registry Is public,

“The hill has’ been a few years nthes but I really didn't know how it worked,*

king. It hag: mnt.s inva whité paper
at outlings research on consequenc-
et
~é8of registration for youth offenders
and the effectiveness of sex offense
registration for public safety, put to-
gether by a group of mostly public em-
ployees from a variety of agencies, But
hot everyone agrees registries don't
improve public safety.

The uwpcoming bill is backed by
Reps. Adrienne Benavidez and Jona-
than Singer. Some provisions in a draft
of the bill include expanding judicial
discretion to exempt an offender from
registration at the recommendation
of 2 Sex Offender Management Board
evaluator, making sure underage of-

~—fenders are not on the list poste cm
the internet and allowmg some m-
3 stances when the Co[orado Bur au
L of Investigation can teil someone
{ questing information‘dbout an undér:
i age person whether that. pe_
the registry. [
iBenavidez sald the upcoming,
a Téw lteratl[;{l ofa leg15[athre attempt
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she said. “And 1 also knew that juvenile
cases are generally not public, so I was
a little serprised to learn that ... juve-
niles were included on it.”

Under current Colorado law, reg-
istration for underage offenders is for
life by default, with some leeway to
seek relief from registration require-
ments. State law also requires youth
offenders to register in Colorado if
they were convicted of a sex offense in -
a different state that meets Colerado’s
registration requirements, regardless
of whether they had to register:\in the
other state,

Although the-report dnesnt sug-
gest,specific legislatwe approaches\to
change\reglstratlon and notiﬁcatiun
practices, contributors to the report
said research suggests youth registries\,

they appruar_hed research for the re—,\
Tt by keeping in mind registration’s
'ent tobea tonl for law enforcentent.
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don t lmprove public safety, They sald ¥
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publtc would he the ldea that the re-v A

search doesn t-support the claim: thiat i85 of ]uven]le sex offense registratlon
[registry] i increases public safety,” said- show reglstnes doi’ t tend to pre

. Carl Blake, the?ex offense specific atd reduce sexital oﬂ'ense recid' i
assessment;rservlces cnnrdmator ‘for paper; alsu says reglsmes Ffor™ youth
the Division of Youth Servlces “I think offenders affect plea“bargain practic-
that’s been the® general” percepnon -- e —for Instance, prosecutors might
is that we need this registry'so that we be hesitant to file charges for sexual
crimes depending on a jurisdiction’s

know where the dangerous people are,
and that will help protect our commuy-
nities.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22...
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West frorn lndiana where he had wurked

in buslness and fam]ly immigration law. \ emp!oyer comphance and family-spon-=

#71 think'he v was looking to make the

i )
1zes in bus[nesstand em?)!oymenr visas,

sored hnnugradon cases.-For-York, the_

'so&ware developers and other ‘tech ex move out’ to Colorado, and the stars just: opporrumry 10 work collaboratively to

;perts. "o, 1 love the work: 1 love the type

'r; of cases-that 'm workmg with Qur, cli

“ents are fantastic.” I y

i "Curray York &1Assocrates also-ans

nounced»new hlre Roval Gearhart last
==“ieek; ' The firm lured the attorney out

ork sald. “I think he's golng to be a re-
ally good fit for our firm and our culture
and, obviously, the practice area that we
are working In.”

Curray York & Assoclates special-

ligned and itj 1ust seemed to work out,” *-address challenges and changes in the

law was yet another big draw.
“Immigration law is and has always
been very challenging,” she said. "It's a
very dynamic area of law. It s constantly
changing. There are hew rules coming

"'I'he idea that we’re all working to-

"gether to figure out what's going on and_

haw can we best sétve our clients, given ~
all the crazitiess, that’s going on, is very
much part of what attracted me back to
the firm and, 1 think, a very solid part of
the firm’s culture,” York said. «

— fessica Folker, [Folker@drcuitmedin.com
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registration and notification laws.

But “public safety” i5 a subjective
term, and not all stakeholder groups
would agree that registries don’t en-
hance it. Sterling Harris, chief deputy
director of the Colorado Organization
for Victim Assistance, said she appre-
ciates the bill's carve-cut for allowing
a person te request information about
_an.underage person’s record, from the

searching the purpose of sex offender
registration and avoided looking for
research that would support pre-de-
termined recommendations.

Some of the paper’s recommenda-
tions include making juvenile regis-
tries a tool only for law enforcement
that the public doesn’t have access to,
developing parameters evaluators can

registration and not requlring regls-
tration for offehders under 14.5 . '-\

his hometown in central Minnesota
in 1989, established guidelines and
requirements for states to track adult
sex offenders, The 2006 Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act is now
the refning federal law for sex offender

you could have a 15-year-old juvenile
who had sexual contact with a 13-year-
old, then that juvenile would apply for
Tier 3 [registration],” Leversee said.
He. didn't pinpelnt one_point In
time witen researchrand debate start-

registration and1 nottﬁcatton It applies _.ed:to: focus on whether treatment and
to juvenile offenders as well as'adults;, policies for’ youth sex offenises had un-
and In part required registration ofun- intended consequences for the offend-
use to make recommendations’ for no derage® people over 14 to register for tEI’S but he sald the ‘Sé Offender Reg-

certam crimes, ¢ o
! Laurle Kepros; director ofsexual lit-

‘istration-and Notification Act codified
i the 2006 Adam Walsh” “Act"caused

iIt\dldn t take a position for or rganon atthe Office of the State Public alarm about ts’ applrcanon to Juyéhile
agalnst'reglstry in and of itself; but Defender\who also contrrbuted to the, offenders Lt
0/ if reg'rstry is goihg to continue, then‘ report, satd she' follows the. social sci” J ,f Benavidez SIary Iawyer by back-
underage nanny for their chlldren ’&‘ % how can the regtstry be adjusted to*... “ence research or reglstranon practices ground 30 she said shé laoks at-Colo-
“IThat section) 1s one example do;what its role is, which Is to provrde ‘because pubhc defenders Ifive to con-— rado’s’ ‘registration; laws to understand
L of where | think maybe public: safety mfonnatlon to;law enforcement and™ _ider how registration comes into play how Colorado s pracuces diverge from-_
]% could actally be enhanced;” she sald. % the community about those who have dependmg on adefefidant’s conviction what other. States do, such.as wheth- ~
‘Althuugh the brll requires the’ cBI comrmtted séx offenses who present a  and sertence, such as hether a plea erithe juvénile ‘registry is public and
to keep data about requests, Harris + significant danger to the community?”  bargain requlres an offender to regis-  which offenses carry a registration re-
satd she would have Mked to sééTnore  sald Chris Lobanov- Rostovsky, the ter quirement.
detatls.»about thie” processes for re- SOMB's program managet. Kepros said po]icy for sex offense $he added that lawyer or not, she
“dliests, such as how much time the CBI Blake said research shows registra-  registration has been shaped by justa  also has to consider how polities play
has to fulfill them. tion can have unintended consequenc-  handful of high-profile crimes against  Into the issue, such as tough-on-crime
One section of the draft bill al- es on "protective factors” intended to  children — such as Wetterling’s kid- policies popular in the 1990s.
lows a youth offender to challenge a  reduce juvenile recidivism, such as ed- napping and murder — that have per- “1 know that ... it's really difficult
court order to register by providing ucation and stable housing. Forexam- petuated the fear of “stranger danger.”  to get the legislature to backtrack on
new information to the court before ple, lifetime registered offenders can’t Tom Leversee, who hasalongback-  any of this. So really, I look to see if
they complete their sentence. The bill live in federally subsidized housing, so  ground In soclal work and now serves  there’s some common ground we can
language allows a motion to consider registration could affect their abilityto  on the SOMB as the Juvenile therapy get through the diverse stakeholders.
the new Informatlon once every six live with parents or guardlans who live representative, sald, ln the early days Harris.said: -COVA® may take a neu-
months. Victims are notified about the  in subsidized housing. of treatment for youth sex offenders, ~tral positron on the bill if legislators
motions, Harris said she doesn't like Or if a college or university re- there wasn'ta Ior of research ‘about it, = address the organjzatmns CONCerns
this part of the bill, especially because quires students to live on: campus but so,dlinical interventlon ‘practices-and ! such as the allowance’ to challenge
coming forward is already difficult for ia registration requlrement every six

" CBT if they have a reason I'or needing
t‘ It, such as If a family wanrs to hire:an
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victims,
“The survivor feels like they rmght
-~get'a chance to breathe for a: Iittle bit,
‘and then six months later, there's. the
 ability to petition [no'tttm reglster],.g
; She said. i Iy
% The authors of the report needed to
balance recommendations w;t.h mak
‘%lng sure the report didn t advocate for %
:specrﬁc legislative approaches "t ful-

registered sex offenders can’t live In policles for adultsé,were applied to un-

university housing,*a convicted. of-

fender may not be able to enroll at ‘the

particular school.! =
Those are some of the unintended

consequences tiat weren't necessarily” ", Qlences drspri‘)“portlonate to a edime
% \ consrdered at the time these laws were

ut ‘into place, ? Blake said.

i’A serles offederal laws have shaped *
practices afound sex offense regis-
tration and rotification. A 1994 law

“fill those recommendattons Blake said” named after Jacob Wetterling, & child

the group approached the report by re-

abducted while riding his bicycle near

derage peopleaswell.} A
He mentroned llfetlme reglstra-
k)
tlon requ.irements for youth offenders
as one practicg'that can have conse; |

commrtted = for example, if *sexual”
contact with & person’iinder 14 is clas=

.sifiedasa Tier 3 offense 4 particular

jurisdiction ‘and lands an offender on
the registry for life, regardless of the
age difference between the two people.

Essent:al]y What that [means] is

A

months Shee said wcums advocacy has
to make sure focus on the hann of the
¢rimes against; them doesn’t get 1650 1
discussions abiout offenders' rights.
MWe ‘don’t have a lot of avenues for
accountabrlity, and the c:rlmlnal pro-
cess i3 one of our main avenues for
having [it],” she sald. “It’s 4 balance of
accountabllity and making-Sure vic-
tims’ voices are a meamng‘fu[ part of
that conversation.” »

—Juliq Cardi, jCardi@circuitmedia.com
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Washington, D.C., to change the Social
Security Act to aliow pretrial detainees
to keep their federal health benefits.
The costs are “a burden to bear for
rural and less affluent counties — areas
that are predominately Republican,”
U.8. Sen, Jeff Merkley of Oregon told
Stateline. “The cost is a big issue, and
the complexity of the administrative
burden. I think both things will lead to
Repuhhcan support.” oy
——Despite the support\for the hill
from the county nnd‘sheril‘f assocl~
z ‘atlons, Clayton fears the\ \]obbying
% effort over a potentrsl $3 3, btilion
y annual price tag wrll’be a\hurdle in
1 5,
!.

"

‘t i

getting the hill passed.

Helen Stone, a Republican commis-
sloner in Chatham County, Georgia,
said that she’s repeatedly lobbied the
office of her U.S. congressman, Carter,
the Republican who has expressed con-
cerns about the potentlal price tag, but
has so far been met with “reluctance.”

Carter told Stateline that county
vide him and other lawmakers wrth a
fuller understanding of the lssues na-
tional scope, == " T

Cole Avery, a spokesman for Cassn-
dy, the* Louisiana Republican who ex-
pressed srrniiar concerns, told Statélines

that the senator Is interested ina form * the big picture.” :f

of the policy, that could make it to the
resldent s desk.r For that to happen, he

believes a bill with a "narrowed scope”
that focuses solely on mental health
and addiction would have a better
chance of advancing through the Sen-
ate.

Clark, for his part, said that stigma
toward inmates, and the broader indif-
ference toward investing in jall condi-
tions, may dampen widespread support”
for: the federal bill Some "Americans ,

Leifman said, counties witl find little-
to-no relief for rising jail costs, which
will limit their ability to improve hospi-
tals, roads and schools.

But several local officials told State-
line that legislation is only the, first
phase of the fight to change t this policy
If the:bill- hits: roadblocks |niCongress
“the o countyand shedl‘fassocrations may
, potentlally file 4 lawsuit to challenge

think that a tough on crime” attitude * the policy’s constitutiohality.

requires:a more punitwe approach to

inmates, he said. ,; LR R
“No. sheriff sees this .ds”weak. on
crime, Clarksald “We see this as smart-

" “What we're 'doing. now_doesn’t
make sense,” said Michae! Ad.kinson.
Republican sheriff «of Walton Loun-
ty, Florida, w}uch suspends Medicaid

on crime. 1t's always a challenge 1o see; benefits. -21¢'s -not “saving money. It's
H

' without changes at the federal Tev-
el Mlaml-Dade County Judge Steve

e COSE shtftmg L

— Max Biau, distributed by Stateline, an fn!tm
't tiveofthe Pew Charitable Triists
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