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Summary Information

Overview. The bill modifies the prosecution fellowship program in the Department of Higher Education.

Types of impacts. The bill is projected to affect the following areas on an ongoing basis starting in

FY 2025-26:

¢ Institutions of Higher Education e Local Governments

Appropriations. No appropriation is required.

Table 1
State Fiscal Impacts

Budget Year Out Year
Type of Impact FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27
State Revenue $0 $0
State Expenditures $0 $0
Transferred Funds $0 $0
Change in TABOR Refunds $0 $0
Change in State FTE 0.0 FTE 0.0 FTE
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Summary of Legislation

The bill makes several changes to the prosecution fellowship program in the Department of
Higher Education (CDHE), which provides funding to the Colorado District Attorneys’ Council
(CDAC) to support fellowship placements of recent law school graduates in rural district
attorneys' offices. Currently, the program is limited to graduates of the University of Colorado
(CU) and University of Denver (DU) law schools, deans of these law schools serve on the
program committee, and these schools must contribute to total fellowship costs for their
graduates to be considered.

Under the bill, program funding is provided directly to rural district attorney’s offices at the

determination of the program committee in order for those rural offices to recruit, hire, and
retain new deputy district attorneys. The bill defines rural district attorney’s office to include
specific judicial districts only, and modifies the composition of the fellowship committee to

remove the CU and DU law school deans.

The CDAC is required to report on the program to the legislature by January 1, 2028.

Background and Assumptions

Senate Bill 14-174 established the prosecution fellowship program. Since FY 2015-16, the
program has been funded by an annual appropriation of $356,496 to the CDHE. The fiscal note
assumes the same level of program funding.

Institutions of Higher Education

The bill removes the requirement that CU contribute toward the cost of up to six fellowships per
year, and that the CU law school dean serve on the fellowship committee, which reduces
workload and expenditures for CU.

Local Government

Rural district attorney offices in the third, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth,
fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and twenty-second judicial districts that apply for and are
selected to participate in the program will have an increase in direct funding to recruit, hire, and
retain new deputy district attorneys.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect 90 days following adjournment of the General Assembly sine die, assuming
no referendum petition is filed.


https://www.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2014A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/3A8A0BE94B1EE64087257C99007F65E0?Open&file=174_enr.pdf
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State and Local Government Contacts

District Attorneys Judicial
Higher Education

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each
fiscal year. For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit the General Assembly website.



https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/legislative-council-staff/fiscal-notes
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