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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING UPDATES TO THE UNIVERSAL CONTRACTING PROVISION
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DELIVERY OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
SAFETY NET SERVICES.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
hitp.//leg.colorado.gov.)

Under current law, the universal contracting provisions must
comply with 16 requirements when a state agency contracts for the
delivery of behavioral health services. The bill repeals 13 of the existing
requirements and adds a new requirement to facilitate connections for
individuals to the statewide behavioral health safety net system.

Shading denotes HOUSE amendment. Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.
Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material to be added to existing law.
Dashes through the words or numbers indicate deletions from existing law.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly
finds that:

(a) Access to behavioral health services is critical for addressing
the behavioral health needs of individuals in Colorado;

(b) The universal contracting provisions provide a mechanism for
reducing administrative burdens, which can negatively impact access to
behavioral health services; and

(c) The universal contracting provisions assist in ensuring
consistency across the behavioral health safety net system for those
seeking to access high-quality care.

(2) Therefore, the general assembly declares that in order to
accomplish the intent of these universal contracting provisions, the
existing requirements must be streamlined and simplified.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 27-50-203, amend
(1) and (2) as follows:

27-50-203. Universal contracting provisions - requirements.
(1) ©mrorbeforeFuly 1;2623; The BHA shall work with the department
of health care policy and financing, in collaboration with relevant
stakeholders and other state agencies, to develop universal contracting
provisions to be used by state agencies when contracting for behavioral
health SAFETY NET services in the state. The universal contracting
provisions shalt MUST provide clear, standardized requirements
addressing at least the following:

(a) Minimum data collection STANDARDS and reporting, including

electronic data and participation in health information organization

-
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networks;

(b) Grievance and occurrence reporting, including to the BHA;

INDIVIDUALS ARE CONNECTED TO THE SERVICES THE INDIVIDUALS REQUIRE

WITHIN THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SAFETY NET SYSTEM.
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factors: THE UNIVERSAL CONTRACTING PROVISIONS DO NOT REQUIRE THE

EXPANSION OF DATA COLLECTION BEYOND THE DATA ALREADY BEING
COLLECTED BY A STATE AGENCY, TRIBAL GOVERNMENT, OR A
CONTRACTOR.

SECTION 3. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly; except
that, if a referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V
of the state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this
act within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take
effect unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in
November 2026 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the

official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.
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