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CHAPTER 362

HEALTH CARE POLICY AND FINANCING

HOUSE BILL 24-1322

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Brown and Bird, Amabile, Daugherty, deGruy Kennedy, Duran, Epps, Froelich, Garcia, Hamrick,
Hernandez, Herod, Joseph, Kipp, Lieder, Lindsay, Lukens, Mabrey, Martinez, Marvin, Mauro, McLachlan, Ortiz, Parenti, Rutinel,
Sirota, Story, Titone, Velasco, Weissman, Willford, Young, McCluskie;

also SENATOR(S) Kirkmeyer and Rodriguez, Bridges, Buckner, Cutter, Exum, Jaquez Lewis, Michaelson Jenet, Priola.

AN ACT

CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE POLICY AND FINANCING CONDUCTING A
FEASIBILITY STUDY TO DETERMINE WHETHER TO SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE
SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MEDICAID MEMBERS' HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS, AND, IN
CONNECTION THEREWITH, MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 25.5-5-338 as follows:

25.5-5-338. Coverage for services addressing health-related social needs
feasibility study - federal authorization - report - rules. (1) (a) THE STATE
DEPARTMENT SHALL STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING NUTRITION, HOUSING,
AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MEMBERS' HEALTH-RELATED
SOCIAL NEEDS IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER TO SEEK A FEDERAL
AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE THE SERVICES.

(b) THE FEASIBILITY STUDY MUST ADDRESS THE COSTS, IMPLEMENTATION
FACTORS, AFFECTED POPULATIONS, FEDERAL AND STATE FUNDING MECHANISMS,
AND TIMELINE FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO SEEK A FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION
THAT, AT A MINIMUM, PROVIDES:

(I) HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES, INCLUDING
UP TO SIX MONTHS OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE OR TEMPORARY HOUSING AND UTILITY
ASSISTANCE, WHERE APPLICABLE, FOR:

(A) INDIVIDUALS TRANSITIONING OUT OF INSTITUTIONAL CARE OR A CONGREGATE
CARE SETTING, OR INDIVIDUALS AT RISK OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION;
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(B) INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS, AT RISK OF
HOMELESSNESS, OR TRANSITIONING OUT OF AN EMERGENCY SHELTER,
NONCONGREGATE SHELTER, OR MICRO-COMMUNITY; AND

(C) YOUTH IN OR TRANSITIONING OUT OF FOSTER CARE, OR FORMER FOSTER CARE
YOUTH; AND

(H) NUTRITION-RELATED SERVICES, INCLUDING UP TO THREE MEDICALLY
TAILORED MEALS PER DAY, INITIALLY FOR UP TO SIXMONTHS WITH THE POSSIBILITY
OF CONTINUING THE MEALS UPON A STATE DEPARTMENT DETERMINATION TO
CONTINUE THE MEALS, DELIVERED TO A MEMBER'S HOME OR OTHER PRIVATE
RESIDENCE IF THE MEMBER HAS AN ELIGIBLE HEALTH-RELATED MEDICAL OR
HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEED, AS DETERMINED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

(C) THE FEASIBILITY STUDY MUST ALSO ADDRESS THE COSTS, IMPLEMENTATION
FACTORS, TIMELINE, PROVIDER TYPES, SETTINGS, AND FULL RANGE OF SERVICES TO
BE COVERED FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO SEEK A FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION
THAT PROVIDES:

(I) PRE-TENANCY AND TENANCY-SUSTAINING SERVICES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, TENANT RIGHTS EDUCATION AND EVICTION PREVENTION;

(H) HOUSING TRANSITION NAVIGATION SERVICES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED
TO, INDIVIDUALIZED CASE MANAGEMENT, SKILLS BUILDING, AND PEER SUPPORT
SERVICES;

(HI) ONE-TIME HOUSING TRANSITION AND MOVING COSTS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, SECURITY DEPOSITS; FIRST MONTH'S RENT; MOVERS; RELOCATION
EXPENSES; AND COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH UTILITY ACTIVATION, IDENTIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS, AND HOUSING APPLICATIONS AND INSPECTIONS;

(IV) PANTRY STOCKING OR UP TO THREE MEALS PER DAY, DELIVERED TO THE
MEMBER'S HOME OR OTHER PRIVATE RESIDENCE FOR A CHILD OR YOUTH UNDER
TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE OR A PREGNANT PERSON FOR UP TO SIX MONTHS; AND

(V) NUTRITION PRESCRIPTIONS THAT ARE TARGETED TO MEDICALLY VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS, AS DETERMINED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT, AND TAILORED TO THE
MEMBER'SHEALTH AND SOCIAL RISK, NUTRITION-SENSITIVE HEALTH CONDITIONS, OR
HAVE A DEMONSTRATED OUTCOME IMPROVEMENT, INCLUDING FRUIT AND
VEGETABLE PRESCRIPTIONS AND PROTEIN BOXES FOR UP TO SIX MONTHS.

(2) IN ADDITION TO THE STUDY TOPICS DETAILED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS
SECTION, THE FEASIBILITY STUDY MUST ADDRESS HOW TO BEST:

(a) ENSURE THE HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES
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DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION SUPPLEMENT AND INTEGRATE WITH
OTHER EXISTING HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES;

(b) COORDINATE ELIGIBILITY AND PRIORITY DETERMINATIONS FOR THE
HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES DESCRIBED IN
SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION WITH EXISTING PROCESSES, INCLUDING WAIT LISTS
AND COORDINATED ENTRY SYSTEMS,

(c) ALIGN TEMPORARY HOUSING ASSISTANCE DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1)(b)(I)
OF THIS SECTION WITH EXISTING LONG-TERM RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESSES;

(d) ENSURE THE NUTRITION-RELATED SERVICES DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF
THIS SECTION SUPPLEMENT RATHER THAN SUPPLANT EXISTING FEDERAL, STATE, AND
LOCAL NUTRITION-RELATED SERVICES;

(¢) COORDINATE WITH STATE AGENCIES AND COUNTY DEPARTMENTS TO CONNECT
MEMBERS EXPERIENCING FOOD INSECURITY TO OTHER STATE AND FEDERAL
NUTRITION PROGRAMS, INCLUDING THE FEDERAL SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD
PROGRAM FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN, 42 U.S.C.SEc. 1786,AS AMENDED;
THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, ESTABLISHED IN PART 3 OF
ARTICLE 2 OF TITLE 26; AND TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES, AS
DEFINED IN SECTION 26-2-703;

(f) COORDINATE WITH OTHER STATE AND LOCAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES TO ASSIST
MEMBERS IN OBTAINING OTHER EXISTINGHOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES;

(g) ENSURE THAT ALL HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS SERVICES PROVIDED
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION ARE:

(I) MEDICALLY APPROPRIATE, AS DETERMINED BY STATE-DEFINED CLINICAL AND
SOCIAL RISK CRITERIA; AND

(I1) OPTIONAL FOR MEMBERS, WHO MAY OPT OUT AT ANY TIME; AND

(h) UTILIZE MANAGED CARE ENTITIES, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 25.5-5-403, TO
COORDINATE SERVICES THAT ADDRESS THE HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS OF
MEMBERS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION.

(3) (a) IN CONDUCTING THE FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERMINE:

(I) WHAT PROVIDER TYPES MAY BE REIMBURSED FOR HOUSING-RELATED
SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES, WHICH MUST NOT BE LIMITED TO
CLINICAL PROVIDERS;
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(H) THE TYPES OF HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES,INCLUDING SUPPORTIVE OR WRAPAROUND SERVICES, THAT ARE REQUIRED
TO KEEP PEOPLE STABLY HOUSED AND THAT ARE AVAILABLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CASE MANAGEMENT, ON-SITE PHYSICAL AND
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE, PEER SUPPORT SERVICES, SKILL-BUILDING SERVICES,
AND NAVIGATION SERVICES; AND

(HI) THE HOUSING SETTINGS IN WHICH HOUSING-RELATED SERVICES AND TENANT
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES MAY BE PROVIDED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO,
TRADITIONAL CONGREGATE SHELTERS, NONCONGREGATE SHELTERS, AND
MICRO-COMMUNITIES, WHERE PEOPLE ARE TRANSITIONALLY HOUSED.

(b) INDETERMINING THE REIMBURSEMENT METHODOLOGY FOR HOUSING-RELATED
SERVICES AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (3)(8.) OF
THIS SECTION, THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSIDER A PER MEMBER PER MONTH
LUMP SUM PAYMENT COMBINED WITH HOUSING VOUCHERS AND OTHER AVAILABLE
SUBSIDIES RATHER THAN A DIRECT REIMBURSEMENT MODEL.

(C) IN CONDUCTING THE FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSIDER HOW BEST TO LEVERAGE AVAILABLE
STATE-DESIGNATED HEALTH PROGRAM FUNDING.

(4) IN CONDUCTING THE FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION EXAMPLES OF FEDERAL
AUTHORIZATIONS GRANTED TO OTHER STATES IN ORDER TO STREAMLINE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A POTENTIAL FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION FOR HEALTH-RELATED
SOCIAL NEEDS IN COLORADO AND INCREASE THE LIKELIHOOD OF ITS APPROVAL.

(5) IF, IN CONDUCTING THE FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT PROVIDING NUTRITION, HOUSING, AND
TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MEMBERS'HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL
NEEDS THROUGH FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION WOULD BE BUDGET NEUTRAL TO THE
GENERAL FUND DUE TO OFFSETTING REDUCTIONS IN MEDICAL SERVICES
EXPENDITURES OR OTHER STATE EXPENDITURES, THEN THE STATE DEPARTMENT
SHALL SEEK FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2025, TO PROVIDE
ANY OF THE NUTRITION, HOUSING, AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES DESCRIBED
IN THIS SECTION.

(6) ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 10, 2024, THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBMIT
AREPORT DETAILING THE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE FEASIBILITY
STUDY TO THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE. IF THE DETERMINATION TO SEEK FEDERAL
AUTHORIZATION ISMADE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION, THE STATE
DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE IN THE STATE
DEPARTMENT'S REPORT OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S INTENT TO SEEK FEDERAL
AUTHORIZATION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION. THE STATE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO NOTIFY THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE OF THE COST OF
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NUTRITION, HOUSING, AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MEMBERS'
HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS THROUGH FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION IF THE STATE
DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT NUTRITION, HOUSING, AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MEMBERS' HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS WOULD NOT
BE BUDGET NEUTRAL.

(7) THE STATE DEPARTMENT MAY HIRE A CONSULTANT TO ASSIST WITH
DEVELOPING THE FEASIBILITY STUDY AND RELATED REPORT, THE PROCESS OF
SEEKING FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION, AND ANY RESULTING MONITORING, RENEWAL,
OR AMENDMENT PROCESSES.

(8) THE STATE DEPARTMENT MAY SEEK, ACCEPT, AND EXPEND GIFTS, GRANTS, OR
DONATIONS FROM PRIVATE OR PUBLIC SOURCES FOR THE PURPOSES OF CONDUCTING
THE FEASIBILITY STUDY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

(9) THE STATE BOARD SHALL PROMULGATE ANY RULES NECESSARY TO
IMPLEMENT AND ADMINISTER THIS SECTION.

(10) THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONTINUE TO COVER THE COSTS OF CURRENT
HOUSING-RELATED AND TENANT SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THROUGH THE STATEWIDE
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES EXPANSION PILOT PROGRAM UNTIL FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION
IS GRANTED.

SECTION 2. Appropriation. (1) For the 2024-25 state fiscal year, $222,920
is appropriated to the department of health care policy and financing for use by the
executive director's office. This appropriation is from the general fund. To
implement this act, the office may use this appropriation as follows:

(a) $67,070 for personal services, which amount is based on an assumption that
the office will require an additional 1.0 FTE;

(b) $3,975 for operating expenses; and
(c) $151,875 for general professional services and special projects.

(2) For the 2024-25 state fiscal year, the general assembly anticipates that the
department of health care policy and financing will receive $222,919 in federal
funds to implement this act, which amount is subject to the "(I)" notation as defined
in the annual general appropriation act for the same fiscal year. The appropriation
in subsection (1) of this section is based on the assumption that the department will
receive this amount of federal funds to be used as follows:

(a) $67,069 for personal services;

(b) $3,975 for operating expenses; and
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(c) $151,875 for general professional services and special projects.

SECTION 3. Safety clause. The general assembly finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety or for appropriations for the support and maintenance of the
departments of the state and state institutions.

Approved: June 3, 2024
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