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This bill creates continuing competency requirements for registered
psychotherapists.  This bill will increase state expenditures on an ongoing basis
beginning in FY 2018-19.

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required. 

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the introduced bill. 

Summary of Legislation

The bill establishes continuing professional competency requirements for registered
psychotherapists.  On or before March 1, 2020, the Board of Registered Psychotherapists (board)
in the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) must adopt rules to establish a continuing
professional competency program, including a self-assessment, a learning plan based on the
self-assessment, and periodic demonstrations of knowledge and skills.  Registered
psychotherapists satisfy the requirements if he or she meets the requirements of a state
department; an accreditation body recognized by the board; or an entity approved by the board. 
The board may deny the registration of a psychotherapist if competency requirements are not met.
   

Background

Under current law, a licensed clinical social worker, licensed social worker, licensed marriage and
family therapist, licensed professional counselor, licensed addiction counselor, or level II or III
certified addiction counselor, may have his or her license, registration, or certification denied by the
respective board if he or she cannot demonstrate his or her continued professional competence. 
This bill aligns competency requirements for psychotherapists with the requirements for the other
professions.   
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State Expenditures

Starting in the current FY 2018-19, state workload will increase to various state agencies, as
described below.

Professional competency requirements.  Starting in the current FY 2018-19, workload to the
board will increase to establish continuing professional competency requirements for registered
psychotherapists.  The board will also conduct rulemaking and outreach to notify registered
psychotherapists about the new requirements.  The fiscal note expects that the program will mirror
other continuing professional competency requirements programs and therefore, the increased
workload can be accomplished within existing appropriations.  

Complaints and appeals.  If the new requirements result in an increase in complaints related to
registration denials, the workload for the Division of Professions and Occupation in DORA will
increase beginning in FY 2019-20.  Additionally, to the extent that applicants appeal a denied
registration to the Office of Administrative Courts in the Department of Personnel and
Administration (DPA) or to the civil courts, workload in the DPA and the Judicial Department will
increase.  The expected increase in workload is expected to be minimal and can be accomplished
within existing appropriations.     

Effective Date

The bill takes effect upon signature of the Governor, or upon becoming law without his signature.

State and Local Government Contacts

Corrections Human Services Information Technology   Judicial
Law Personnel Regulatory Agencies

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


