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The bill modifies the requirements related to the appropriation and use of the
"Hesperus account". The bill does not increase or decrease state expenditures, but
it changes how funds may be spent on an ongoing basis.
Appropriation
Summary:

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

The fiscal note reflects the enacted bill.

Summary of Legislation
Under current law, the "Hesperus account" must be appropriated annually by the General
Assembly to the Board of Trustees for Fort Lewis College to be used first for tuition waivers for
qualified Native American pupils and then for other purposes designated by the board. The
account contains proceeds from a property formerly known as the "Fort Lewis school".
The bill specifies that the General Assembly may annually appropriate money in the
Hesperus account and that the money may be used in conjunction with General Fund
appropriations for tuition waivers for Native American students. Any remaining money may be used
for purposes determined by the Board of Trustees. In addition, the bill modernizes language that
refers to Native American students in the tuition waiver statute.
Background
The Hesperus "Fort Lewis school" property is owned and managed by the State Land
Board, with the Board of Trustees for Fort Lewis College receiving revenue from the property and
working with the State Land Board to manage educational and community uses of the property.
The Hesperus account contains earnings from leases for long term cattle grazing ($12,000 to
$24,000 per year) and a pullout station for the King Coal Mine (up to $6,000 annually). As of
January 2018, the balance of the account is $850,000.
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State Expenditures
The bill does not change revenue to or expenditures from the account; however, it allows
the Board of Trustees for Fort Lewis College additional flexibility in how the funds are spent.
Currently, absent a specific appropriation from the General Assembly, General Fund and tuition
revenue will be used to address ongoing maintenance needs at the property. Under the bill, the
Board of Trustees may use income from the property to address the property's infrastructure,
maintenance, and restoration needs, allowing General Fund and tuition revenue to be spent
elsewhere. General Fund dollars will continue to fund the full amount required for tuition waivers
for Native American students, as required under Section 23-52-105, C.R.S.
Effective Date
The bill was signed into law by the Governor on March 7, 2018, and takes effect on
August 8, 2018, assuming no referendum petition is filed.
State and Local Government Contacts
Higher Education

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year. For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit: leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.

