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SUMMARY OF MEETING
COMMITTEE ON LEGAL SERVICES

February 28, 2008

The Committee on Legal Services met on Thursday, February 28,2008, at 1:28
p.m.in HCR 0111. The following members were present:

Representative McGihon, Chair
Representative B. Gardner
Representative Labuda
Representative Levy
Representative Roberts

Senator Tapia

Representative McGihon called the meeting to order. Senator Shaffer and
Senator Veiga were excused and Senator Brophy and Senator Mitchell were
absent. Representative McGihon said I want to be clear that the only members
marked absent were based upon people who agreed to be here today and aren't.
She said the item on our agenda today is the Office of Legislative Legal
Services budget for fiscal year 2008-09.

Charley Pike, Director, Office of Legislative Legal Services, addressed the
Committee. Mr. Pike said I'll ask Sharon Eubanks to simply go over the
highlights of the budget for you and we'll answer any questions, if you have
any, as soon as she's done that. One real quick thing is that the reason we are
this late getting the budget to you is there were a number of discussions going
on with the rest of the staff agencies for purposes of trying to resolve some
questions about the overall legislative budget, getting legislative aides, the TV,
and per diem, into the legislative budget. We think there is a proposal that is
sufficiently ready that it will go to the Executive Committee fairly soon. We're
ready to go forward with our budget, prepared in accordance with the direction
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from the Joint Budget Committee (JBC) with regard to common policies.

Sharon Eubanks, Deputy Director, Office of Legislative Legal Services,
testified before the Committee. She said I'm giving you a very brief overview.
Hopefully you got copies of the proposed budget this morning and have had
a chance to look at it. Our budget request for fiscal year 2008-09 is a total of
$5,326,853, which represents a 4.3% increase over our current year budget.
The budget request was prepared in compliance with the common policies
adopted by the JBC for the executive branch. Basically, the budget can be
boiled down to four major components. The first is personal services. For that
group of items, we're requesting $4,657,796. Obviously, that's the major
component of our budget. It represents a 4.47% increase over our current year
budget for personal services. Ofthe various items that are in that grouping, the
biggest increase is the funding for the employer contributions for the health,
life, and dental insurance. Basically, what that does is increase the employer
contribution to a level equal to 90% of the private sector average of employer
contributions for that type of insurance. That represents a 14.29% increase in
funding.

Ms. Eubanks said the second component of the budget is operating costs.
We're requesting $521,757. That's a 4.6% decrease over our current year
budget. That's basically due to two reasons. One, we have some lower costs
associated with the lease payments and operating costs of two new copiers.
The major reason that this area is decreasing in funding is that we're taking a
$25,000 reduction in the funding for contract printing. This is related to what
Mr. Pike mentioned about cooperation between the service agencies to try to
make room in the overall budget for the legislative department to
accommodate additional funding for the legislative aides, television
broadcasting, and those types of things. That's some funding we felt we could
give up in order to make room in the budget for some other purposes.

Ms. Eubanks said the third component is travel. We're requesting $5,500. We
actually didn't increase the amount that we're asking for out-of-state travel.
That still remains at $5,000, the amount we requested for this year. The $500
amount for in-state travel is due to a shift of the funding of the travel
reimbursement for our staff that travels with interim committees. In the past,
that reimbursement has occurred out of the general assembly's budget. That's
being shifted to our budget, so we had to add $500 to cover that
reimbursement.

Ms. Eubanks said lastly, the fourth component is the Commission on Uniform
State Laws. The budget request is $55,010. That's an 18.03% increase from



our current budget. Primarily, that's due to a 15% increase in the annual dues
that are owing to the national organization and there will be additional
increases in the out years. There was also a small increase for funding the
travel expenses for the members of the Commission. That's the budget in a
nutshell. I'd be happy to answer any questions.

Representative Labuda said I stopped when I got to the first page, because |
see that you have 13.1 staff attorneys. How do you come up with 13.1? Ms.
Eubanks said Matt Dawkins can help me on this, but I believe it's because we
have one attorney that's not at 100%. She's actually working 90%. Out of the
attorneys we have total, we have two part-time attorneys that are 50% time and
one attorney that's working 90% time at her request. I believe that's how we
get the odd number.

Matt Dawkins, Senior Legislative Assistant, Office of Legislative Legal
Services, testified before the Committee. He said actually, the 0.1 comes from
an authorization for an interim committee. The staffing we provide for an
interim committee is so minimal that we get 0.1.

Mr. Pike said it's one of those things that was added in a bill that increased the
responsibilities for an interim committee and the bill itself allocateda 0.1 FTE
to the Office to perform that function.

Representative Levy I noted that you have almost $75,000 requested for transit
allowance to pay for parking or transit passes. Do you happen to know
whether there is a uniform policy with respect to employees under the dome
on those expenses? Mr. Pike said no, there isn't. I think each agency has
handled that in accordance with the policies that they've been able to have
approved through their separate supervising entity. For example, ours is as a
result of a previous conversations with the Committee. Other agencies have
taken similar, although not necessarily all of them are exactly the same, to their
supervising committees. They've had different approaches in addressing that
kind of question, but there is no uniform policy throughout all of the staff
agencies or for the House and Senate staff. It's all being done independently
and differently.

1:38 p.m.

Hearing no further discussion or testimony, Representative Labuda moved to
approve the budget for the Office of Legislative Legal Services.
Representative Roberts seconded the motion. The motion passed on a 6-0
vote, with Senator Tapia, Representative Gardner, Representative Labuda,



Representative Levy, Representative McGihon, and Representative Roberts
voting yes.

1:39 p.m.

The Committee adjourned.



