
  
TO Members of the Joint Budget Committee 
FROM Alfredo Kemm, JBC Staff (303-866-4549) 
DATE May 20, 2020 
SUBJECT JBC Staff Comeback – FY 2020-21 Capital Construction – CSU Shepardson Request 

 

Staff received an additional request for cash funds spending authority for a previously state-funded 
request item. This request was submitted on Tuesday, May 19th, from Colorado State University 
regarding the Shepardson Building Renovation and Addition (phase 3 of 3). 
 
The University requests $17,051,200 cash funds spending authority to complete the project. The 
original request was for $17,051,200 Capital Construction Fund (state funds). The University states 
that they can "confirm that the increase in cash fees will not be paid for by increases in tuition or 
student fees in FY 21". The Committee may wish to confirm with the University that the cash funds 
will not be paid for by increases in student fees or tuition in future fiscal years. 
 
If the Committee is satisfied with assurances related to the use of student fees or tuition, staff 
recommends that the Committee approve the request and include the project in the 2020 Long Bill as 
an entirely cash-funded project. This allows the University to complete the project in FY 2020-21 and 
removes the state-funded portion from the capital construction queue for additional state funds need 
in future years. 
 
The Department's request includes the following: 
 

The Capital Development Committee had previously approved the third and final phase of construction 
financing for completion of the Shepardson project on the Fort Collins campus.  Given the 
circumstances, we understand the JBC’s decision not to appropriate funds for capital projects.  If the 
General Assembly is ultimately unable to fund completion of the project and the University finds other 
funding, we think it would be prudent to include $17Million Cash Spending Authority in the FY 
20/21 Budget. 
   
Shepardson is the historic home of the College of Agriculture and stands at the front door of the Fort 
Collins campus just off College Avenue.  Generations of CSU Ag students have studied at Shepardson 
and the building holds a special place in campus history.  
   
This year would have been the third and final year and the $17M appropriation would have allowed 
the completion of the project.  The project is more than 50% complete and the inability to complete the 
project will result in a safety concern and an eyesore on the campus doorstep.  A delay will likely result 
in increased construction costs and unnecessary costs to secure and protect the project site. During the 
construction, the faculty and staff housed at Shepardson is scattered throughout the campus. 
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