
Bill Heading: Indicates the General Assembly in which bill was

introduced.

LLS Number: Used to track bill before it is introduced and assigned a bill

number.

Dra�er and Phone Number: Used to iden�fy the dra�er of the bill for 

contact purposes.

Prime Sponsors (in bold): The main sponsors of the bill; these sponsors

shepherd the bill through the legisla�ve process and are responsible for 

presen�ng the bill in commi�ee and on the floor. 

Sponsors (pre-introduc�on) and Co-Sponsors (post-introduc�on):

Agree to have their names listed on the bill as a showing of support but

not responsible for presen�ng the bill. 

Bill Topic: Appears on bill dra�s only and iden�fies bill’s primary topic; 

used to iden�fy the bill as it moves through the legisla�ve process in the 

subject index, the house and senate calendars, and other legisla�ve 

records.

Long Title: Always begins with “A BILL FOR AN ACT”; must be a single

subject, clearly expressed; line numbers for �tle begin with 101; second 

and subsequent lines are forma�ed  so they are indented.

Long Title Trailer: Adds informa�on but not technically part of the �tle.

Bill Summary Note: Explains that the bill summary is only amended

a�er 3rd reading in the house of origin and that an updated bill 

summary is posted on the internet.

Dra� Stamp:  Iden�fies the bill as a work 

in progress. Date indicate the last �me 

the dra� was changed.

Indicates the bill

is s�ll a dra�.

House of Origin: Either

“House Bill” or “Senate Bill”; a

bill number is assigned at

introduc�on by the Speaker or 

President, as appropriate.

“Deple�ons of Groundwater”



Bill Summary: Describes all significant por�ons of the bill in plain language.

Enac�ng Clause: Colorado Cons�tu�on requires all bills to have an enac�ng 

clause.

Bill Sec�on #: Divides bill into pieces (like chapters in a book); appears only

in the bill and not in the statutes.

Amending Clause: Explains how this bill sec�on will be changing current 

law.

Statutory Sec�on #: Numbering system used to organize statutes.

Headnote: Keywords used to briefly describe contents of statutory sec�on.

Changes to exis�ng law:  Strike type Indicates current law that will be

deleted from the statutes. S���� C��� indicates addi�ons to the statutes.

Appropria�on Clause: Iden�fies amount of state moneys to be spent to 

implement the bill; may or may not include FTEs (full-�me equivalents)... i.e. 

employees. Nonstatutory clauses, such as these, do no amend the statutes

and will not appear in the statute books. The language in these clauses is in

regular, lower-case type.



Effec�ve Date - Applicability Clause: Informs reader when the bill

becomes law and to what or whom it applies.

Safety Clause: Bills with a safety clause are not referred to the people for

a vote and cannot be pe��oned onto the ballot.  The alterna�ve to a 

safety clause is the “Act Subject to Pe��on - Effec�ve Date” clause, which 

reads as follows:

Act subject to petition - effective date. This act takes effect at

12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety-day period

after final adjournment of the general assembly (August 9, 2017, if

adjournment sine die is on May 10, 2017); except that, if a referendum

petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the state

constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within

such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless

approved by the people at the general election to be held in November

2018 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official

declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.



“Introduced” instead of “Dra�”: Indicates that this is the introduced

version of the bill and is no longer a dra�.

No dra� stamp: Since this is

the introduced version, there is

no longer a dra� stamp.

Shading and double-underline nota�on: This note is added to the

introduced and subsequent versions of the bill to dis�nguish which 

amendments were made in the House and which were made in the

Senate.

Commi�ees box: The bill topic has disappeared and is replaced with a

box that indicates the commi�ees to which the bill has been assigned.



“Reengrossed”: Indicates that this version of the bill has passed third

reading in the first house. 

Stamps along the side of the bill indicate what has happened to the bill so far:

The first stamp shows that in the House, the bill was amended on 2nd reading. 

The second stamp shows that in the House, the bill passed 3rd reading

unamended.


