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STATEMENT

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH ATTENTION AND SPECULATION ABOUT THIS SELECT
COMMITTEE 1 WILL MAKE A STATEMENT AND WE WILL BEGIN WITH OUR FIRST
PRESENTATION. THERE WILL BE NO QUESTIONS UNTIL THE END OF ANY
PRESENTATION.

AS THE CHAIR LET ME CLEAR UP A FEW MYTHS AND T SOME CASES HYSTERIAABOUT
WHAT THE SCOPE OF QUR WORK WILL BE.

COLORADO HAS BEEN AT THE EPICENTER OF ENERGY DEVELOPMENT IN THIS
COUNTRY SINCE BEFORE MY TIME IN THE LEGISLATOR. FROM THE NAVAL OIL SHALE
RESERVES IN MY HOMETOWN OF RIFLE COLORADO THAT BEGAN IN THE 50'S TO AN
UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TEST THAT WAS USED THOUSANDS OF FEET BLEOW THE
EARTH NEAR PARACHUTE COLORADO IN 70'S, WHICH WAS AN ATTEMPT EXTREME
FORM OF FRACKING TO SAY THE LEAST.

TODAY WE FIND OURSELVES WITH TRILLIONS OF CU FT OF NATURAL GAS MILLIONS
OF BARRELS OF OIL AND NATURAL GAS LIQUIDS ALONG WITH THOUSANDS OF WIND
TURBINES AND SOLAR PANELS MAKING UP ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE ENERGY
ECONOMIES IN THE UNITED STATES

DEPENDING ON YOUR IDECLOGY WE ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF AN ENERGY
REVOLUTION OR AT THE END OF OUR EXISTENCE OR SOMEWHERE IN.BETWEEN.

REGARDLESS OF YOUR POLITICAL STRIPES ONE THING 1S UNDENIABLE...COLORADQ
IS'A LEADER IN BOTH EXTRACTION AND TECHNOLOGY. SOME 270 COMPANIES MAKE
THEIR HOME IN COLORADO IN ALL ENERGY SECTORS, NOT TO MENTION ALMOST
200,000 JOBS THAT ARE SUPPORTED BY ENERGY IN. QUR STATE AND LITERALLY
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN WAGES AND TAXES PAID EACH YEAR

THIS COMMITTEE IS CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF REVIEWING FACTS NOT
FICTION NOR A COMMITTEE THAT MEETS WITH LITTLE FANFARE LATE AT NIGHT.

BUT RIGHT IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA’S AND THE PUBLIC. WE WANT EVERYONE'IN
COLORADO TO FULLY UNDERSTAND EACH ENERGY SECTOR, WHAT IT MEANS TO THE
EACH CITIZEN;, WHAT THOSE REVENUES DO FOR EACH COLORADAN AND OUR
INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND HOW IT HAS AND WILL
IMPACT QUR'STATE BUDGET IN THE FUTURE'

TODAY THE FACTS ARE RIGHT IN FRONT OF US. TOMORROW A NEW PRESIDENT OF
‘THE UNITED STATES IS SWORN IN, LIKE IT OR NOT RURAL COLORADO SENT A
MESSAGE, NO THE NEW PRESIBENT DID NOT CARRY COLORADO METRO AREAS??
BUT HE DEFINITELY SPOKE TO THE 44 COUNTIES IN COLORADO THAT ARE
‘DISTRESSED ECONOMICALLY AND HAVE SUFFERED THROUGH THE WORST 8 YEARS.
IN'THEIR HISTORY. THOSE 44 COUNTIES, FOR THE MOST PART, HAVE THE ABILITY OR
SUPPORT ENERGY PRODUCTION IN MANY WAYS.



THOUSANDS OF COLORADANS FROM PUEBLO TO GRAND JUNCTION AND CRAIG ARE
OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND THEY DESERVE BETTER AND SHOULD NEVER
SUFFER AGAIN DUE TO MISTAKEN POLICY BY EITHER PARTY.

WE WILL GATHER AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE ON ALL ENERGY SECTORS,
AND LET COLORADANS DECIDE ALONG WITH US WHAT OUR ENERGY PORTFOLIO
SHOULD LOOK LIKE AND HOW WE CAN SUPPLY ENERGY THAT CAN AND... MUST BE
PRODUCED TO KEEP COLORADO MOVING FORWARD ECONOMICALLY 'WH!LE KEEPING
OUR MOST VALUED PUBLIC LANDS REALLY PUBLIC NOT BARRED FROM RECREATION
OR COMMERCE.

THIS WILL NOT BE FORUM FOR ARGUMENT BUT FOR EDUCATION, | WILL NOT-ALLOW
GRANDSTANDING FOR ANYONE OR ANY IDEOLOGICAL GROUP EVEN THOUGH WE:
HAVE DIFFERENT BELIEFS THE DATA AND FACTS WILL BE PRESENTED SO WE HAVE
THOUGHTFUL INFORMATION FROM WHICH TO PRESENT TO QUR COMMITTEE OF
REFERENCE AND MORE IMPORTANTLY ALL COLORADO CITIZENS.

MANY IN THIS BUILDING AND THROUGHOUT COLORADO HAVE CONGRATULATED YOU
THE MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE FOR HAVING THE COURAGE TO ACTUALLY SET
ASIDE POLITICAL PARTISAN SHIP AND LET THE FACTS MAKE THE DECISIONS NOT
'SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS.

WITH THAT SAID LETS BEGIN



