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CHAPTER 313

HUMAN SERVICES - SOCIAL SERVICES

SENATE BILL 26-181

BY SENATOR(S) Amabile and Kirkmeyer, Bridges, Bright, Kipp, Mullica, Pelton B., Pelton R., Rich, Simpson, Coleman;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Brown and Taggart, Sirota, Clifford, Duran, Froelich, Lindsay, Rutinel, McCluskie.

AN ACT

CONCERNING MODIFYING THE COLORADO WORKS PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-2-706.5, amend (4) introductory
portion and (4)(a) as follows:

26-2-706.5. Restrictions on length of participation - rules.
(4) Notater-thanFuly1+,2623; The state board shall premtigate ADOPT rules:

(a) Establishing statewide standards and procedures that requite PERMIT counties
to offer extensions beyond the sixty-month lifetime maximum for all households
that demonstrate good cause, which includes, but is not limited to, an applicant or
participant who is

Hh—Achtld-ontycase:

h the head of a single parent household unit and has a child under-ene-yearof
age-ot LESS THAN ONE YEAR OLD; AND

atrd

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-2-709, amend (1)(b)(I); repeal
(DH(L)AID(B), (1)(d)IIT)(C), and (1)(b)(IV); and add (1)(b)(L.5) as follows:

26-2-709. Benefits - cash assistance - programs - rules - legislative intent -
repeal.

Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material added to existing law; dashes through
words or numbers indicate deletions from existing law and such material is not part of the act.
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(1) Standard of need - basic cash assistance grant.

terrpereent: For the state fiscal year commencing Faty 12624 JuLy 1, 2028, and
each state fiscal year thereafter, the amount of basic cash assistance must be equal
to or exceed the amount of basic cash assistance for the previous state fiscal year
plus a two percent cost of living adjustment or a cost of living adjustment that is
equal to the average of the federal social security administration's cost of living
adjustment for that fiscal year plus the previous two fiscal years, whichever is
greater.

(L.5) (A) FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING JULY 1,2026, AND JULY 1,
2027, A COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT IS NOT APPLIED TO AN APPLICANT'S OR
PARTICIPANT'S BASIC CASH ASSISTANCE GRANT.

(B) Tuis suBsecTION (1)(b)(L.5) 1s REPEALED, EFFECTIVE JULY 31, 2028.
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SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-2-709.5, repeal (2) as follows:

26-2-709.5. Exit interviews and follow-up interviews of participants -
reporting.

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-2-714, repeal (11) as follows:
26-2-714. County block grants formula - use of money - rules.

(11) Fhe-works-altecatiorreommittee-shatt:

SECTION 5. Safety clause. The general assembly finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety or for appropriations for the support and maintenance of the
departments of the state and state institutions.

Approved: June 2, 2026



