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Summary Information 

Overview. The bill requires law enforcement agencies to register for the federal eTrace system and 

submit recovered firearms to the system.  

Types of impacts. The bill is projected to affect the following areas on an ongoing basis starting in 

FY 2026-27: 

• Minimal State Workload • Local Government 

Appropriations. No appropriation is required. 

Table 1 

State Fiscal Impacts 

Type of Impact 
Budget Year 

FY 2026-27 

Out Year 

FY 2027-28 

State Revenue $0 $0 

State Expenditures $0 $0 

Transferred Funds  $0 $0 

Change in TABOR Refunds $0 $0 

Change in State FTE 0.0 FTE 0.0 FTE 
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Summary of Legislation 

The bill requires law enforcement agencies in the state to register for the eTrace system 

maintained by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) by 

September 1, 2026, except for agencies that use eTrace through a preexisting relationship with 

another agency. Agencies are required to submit firearms to the eTrace system when recovering 

or confiscating firearms in connection with a criminal investigation. Submission of firearms 

received through voluntary relinquishments or recovered and determined to be unconnected to 

a criminal case and are not required. 

Background  

According to the ATF, eTrace is a web-based application available to local, state, federal, tribal, 

and international law enforcement agencies. Additionally, the U.S. Department of Justice 

indicates that eTrace is provided for free to authorized agencies. Nearly all law enforcement 

agencies in the state are already enrolled in eTrace according to the Joyce Foundation. 

State Expenditures 

Starting in FY 2026-27, workload will increase for state law enforcement agencies to submit 

firearms to the eTrace system. The fiscal note assumes that most state law enforcement agencies 

use the eTrace system and so any increase in workload will be minimal.  

Local Government  

Similar to state law enforcement agencies, workload will increase for local law enforcement 

agencies to register and use the eTrace system in their operations. The exact impact will vary by 

jurisdiction and depend on the number of firearms recovered. 

Effective Date 

The bill takes effect 90 days following adjournment of the General Assembly sine die, assuming 

no referendum petition is filed. 

State and Local Government Contacts 

Judicial State Law Enforcement  

 

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each 

fiscal year. For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit the General Assembly website. 

https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/fact-sheet/etrace-internet-based-firearms-tracing-and-analysis
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/iacp-project-safe-neighborhoods-etrace-internet-based-firearms
https://www.joycefdn.org/gvp-database?location%5B0%5D=5171&locationOpen=on
https://leg.colorado.gov/agencies/legislative-council-staff/fiscal-notes

