Harmful Advertising Embedded in
Taxpayer-Funded K-12 Digital Resources

Commercial Vendors Deceptively Market Curated Collections as
“SAFE” Alternatives to the Internet

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF HB24-1247: Digital platforms and media used by minors should be free of advertising and

marketing:

Commercial vendors or other entities that provide digital platforms or media intended for use by K-12 students should certify
that the content is free of advertising or marketing.

HB24-1247 will ensure vendors respect Colorado students and educators and give school districts the ability to hold vendors

accountable for providing safe educational products.
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Colorado’s schools should nurture and educate, not advertise:

Young children and adolescents might find it challenging to distinguish between educational content and marketing materials
deceptively integrated within curated K-12 Digital Resources.

Commercial content may be perceived by students as endorsed by teachers. This exposes teachers to liability. Teachers must
rely on their administrators who, in turn, must place reliance on the promises made by commercial vendors.

An alarming trend is becoming evident across the country involving corporate misuse of digital technology to reach minors
as a consumer block. On October 19, 2022, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) hosted “Protecting Kids from Stealth
Advertising in Digital Media” to study the pressing issue of advertising and marketing embedded in popular digital platforms
and how it affects children, teens and school children: https:/www.ftc.gov/reports/protecting-kids-stealth-advertising-digital-
media-ftc-staff-perspective

As the use of educational technology explodes, such platforms are uniquely poised to reach a lucrative, captive audience of
school children with digital advertising. For example, the leading nonprofit, FairPlay, recently exposed a popular math game,
Prodigy, for its deceptive practice of being “free to use” while pressuring students to purchase upgraded subscriptions and
creating an inequitable peer culture: https:/fairplayforkids.org/pf/prodigy/

® The commercial school vendor, EBSCO, was showcased by the Washington D.C. based, National Center on Sexual
Exploitation for embedding marketing content, including adult shops, sex toys, and pornography venues in research
databases used as K-12 scholastic references: https://endsexualexploitation.org/ebsco/
HB24-1247

Digital Education Materials
Concerning measures to enhance the integrity of digital education materials in public schools.
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K-12 STUDENTS RESEARCHING COLORADO’S CANNABIS INDUSTRY ARE QUICKLY LED TO ADS
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K-12 Students are Solicited with Advertisements and Embedded Hyperlinks for Online Gambling
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