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STATE SENATE TESTIMONY

My name is John Sampson. I am a retired Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agent with'fover 27 years experience in immigration law
enforcement. Prior to th;:lt, I was a police officer in NY.  hold a BA cum
laude from Long Island University with a major in Criminal Justice and a
minor in Psychology. I attended Thomas M. Cooley Law School in
Lansing, MI for two years. I come before you today in full and
unequivocal support of the legislation proposed by Senators Neville and

Marble.

Despite the latest headlines in the Denver Post, publishing a letter from
Mayor Michael Hancock Iaddressed to Acting ICE Field Office Director
Jeff Lynch, this issue continues to be accusatory with finger pointing
ruling the day. In fact, given the inaccuracies, misstatements, and
outright falsehoods contained in Mayor Hancock’s letter, all this has
done is further exacerbate an already highly contentious issue.

Allow me to point out to:‘you the factual errors in Mayor Hancock's

letter. First, the letter oi)jects to the arrest of CRIMINAL illegal aliens in



|
the Denver Courthouse l?y ICE. This is a direct result of the Denver
County Sheriff refusal to:honor ICE detainers as in the case involving
Ever VALLES who is accésed of killing Tim CRUZ at an RTD station. I
never thought I would e\irer see the day where cops would tell other
colps to go “pound sand” when asked for assistance. This is beyond
deplorable. This is despicable and it has resulted in an innocent man

- being killed and the people responsible for this insane Sanctuary policy

must be held accountable. But I digress.

The concern expressed in the letter is that by arresting CRIMINAL illegal

aliens in Courthouses, it will result in witnesses and victims refusing to

. assist law enforcement in the enforcement of the law. Much like the

sheriffs of Colorado refusing to assist immigration authorities in the
enforcement of the law, I suppose. The belief is that by so doing, ICE will
be responsible for forcirllg the release of “violent criminals” onto the
streets. Ironically, it's akin to Sheriffs releasing violent criminals on the
_street by fefusing to honor ICE detainers. I refer you to the cases of
Ever VALLES, and Franc:is HERNANDEZ, to mention just two. There are
two words to describe tl:‘liS: “Abject hypocrisy”, specious claims of

i

Fourth Amendment concerns to the contrary notwithstanding.
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The other “concern” that his honor, the Mayor, listed in his letter about
!
!l
ICE arresting CRIMINAL!’aliens in the courthouse is that victims and
I
i.
witnesses would refuse to testify for fear of being arrested and

deported. Categorically not true, and he should know that.

Since 2000, there has been a Victim of Crime Visa or U Visa that’s been
available from USCIS to address this very issue. And the local law
enforcement agencies have absolutely no problem cooperating with
USCIS in helping illegal aliens who claim to be the victims of crime to get
avisa enabling them to s'tay in the US. Since its enactment, there have

been more than 170,000 U Visa applications.

As for witnesses, since 1994, there has been an S Visa for informants

and witnesses. It is similar to the U Visa I mentioned previously.

I guess we have “selective cooperation”. The Sheriffs say they don’t
want deputes to becomé; immigration officefs, but yet they task their

deputies to assist illegal aliens in getting U visas and/or S Visas. If that’s
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not being an immigratior:;l officer, I don’t know what is. Again, the two
words to describe this are: “Abject Hypocrisy”.
|

"
1
i

The March 14, 2017 so-called “raid” conducted “adjacent” to a “school’s
campus”, namely the Colorado High Scheol Charter, located at 1175
Osage Street, Denver, Coiorado, was, in fact, not a raid. It was a fugitive
operation seeking to arrest a single criminal alien who had been
ordered deported from the United States by an Immigration Judge and

failed to surrender for removal as required by the law.

Policy dictates that ICE agent ensure the area in which they are
operating is not directly visible from a school. There were no schools
listed on the GOOGLE Map search conducted by ICE. In fact, the building
at 1175 Osage Street is 'I“he Osage Building, which houses several law
firms as well as the Colorado High School Charter, an industrial office

building.

Atthe end of the day, this letter is just one more piece of emotional
propaganda, full of misstatements, inaccuracies, misinformation,

contrived moral outrage, scare tactics, and, sad to say, outright lies. It is



emblematic of the tactics;used by open border advocates and immigrant

|
|
|

|
rights activists, seeking vi:a\lidation for their indefensible agenda, an
Ji

agenda that runs counter, to the sentiment of the vast majority of

Americans who demand that our immigration laws be enforced.

Last, but not least, Sanctuary policies are in direct violation of Title 8
United States Code, Section 1324, which makes it a federal felony to
harbor, smuggle, traffic, transport, assist or enable illegal aliens in
avoiding detection, arrest, and removal from the United States. In effect,
the inconvenient truth is that anyone who engages in Sanctuary policies,
or the politics of contraband, is committing the same crime as an alien

smuggler or human trafficker.

I could go on, and address the entire issue of detainers, and the Ever
VALLES and Francisco HERNANDEZ issues, but time constraints limit
my presentation. I would be willing, however, to answer any questions

yoﬁ may have on that, or any other issue.
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The Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Attorney General and the Secrotary of State, as
appropriate, shall develop and implement an outreach program to educate the public in the United States and
abroad about the penatties for bringing in and harboring allens in violation of this section.
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