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Cannabis Laws Loosening for Israel’s Military

13 January, 2017

The Israel Defense Forces have relaxed its cannabis laws for soldiers who
are off-duty. :

"
Israeli soldiers accused of using cannabis while on leave will no longer receive disciplinary action, The Times of Israel
reporis,

Soldiers on [eave caught using marijuana or hashish were up until recently systematically court-martialed and subject to
prison sentences of up to two months. Under the changes, offenders are required to undergo regular drug testing to verify
that they are no longer using.

"We are offering soldiers the chance to continue their service normally and not be imprisoned and hindered by a criminal
record in civilian life,” former military advocate general Maj. Gen Danny Efroni told Army Radio,

Except for medical purposes, cannabis use is currently illegal in Israel. However, the Military Prosecutor’s office has said
that the previous policy drained resources and wasn't effective. The Times of Israel reports that 128 soldiers were
prosecuted for drug use last year.

“The army wants to give a second chance to soldiers who wantto complete a proper military service and to returnto the
right path,’ the military said in a statement.
The Israel Defense Forces’ loosening of the rule, which we?t into effect on January 1, does not apply to soldiers who are on

active duty or officers. Additionally, the current investigations into off-duty soldiers using cannabis will continue despite
the new loosening of therules. '

"We haven't cancelled the investigations” Efroni said. “We are talking about light drug offenses and one-time or a handful
of uses in civilian circumstances. But the Investigation will be carried out and if we have all the material and evidence to file
an indictment we will do it

http:/iwww.medicalmarijuanainc.com/cannabis-laws-loosening-israels-military/
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Cannabis use by military personne! could pe therapeuticallyf beneficial. Because of their exposure to traumatic events,
soldiers are particularly susceptible to post-traumatic stres.':s disorder {PTSD), a mentai condition that causes intense
59 uncontrollable flashbacks, and nightmares. Researcfli indicates that cannabis is effective at helping veterans manage
smes symptoms. Studies concluded recently have found marijuana and CBD to both be beneficial for treating PTSD and

nxiety disorders. '

.
tly in the United States, active soldiers and vetera_nslaren'tallowed to access medical cannabis. However, the Drug
. ment Administration (DEA) announced last May thét it had approved a placebo-controlled clinical trial of veterans
"SD. The study, currently being conducted by Dr. Sue Sisley at the University of Arizona College of Medicine, will
ferent marijuanapotencies, strains, and doses to see which elicits the most effective response. According to the
al Institutes of Health, there are currently 10 cIinica%l trials underway in the U.S. examining cannabis and PTSD.

I
gest wartime veterans organization in the US, the Ar:ﬁerican Legion, has publicly come out in support of veterans
annabis. They've urged both the DEA and President:elect Donald Trump's administration to lift marijuana
v wonroidons for veterans with PTSD, and have called for the"rescheduling of cannabis so that more research could be done.

You can read the entire report from The Times of |sraei, hefe.r

Learn more about the researchalready done on cannabis and PTSD by visiting our education page.

i.

This article may contain certain forward-looking sta temeniis and information, as defined within the meaning of Section 27A
of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the SecuriEr'es Exchange Act of 1934, and is subject to the Safe Harbor
created by those sections. This material contains statements about expected future events and/or financial results that are
forward-looking in nature and subject to risks and uncertarfn ties. Such forward-lacking statements by definition involve

risks, unicertainties.
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These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA and are not intended to diagnose, treat or cure any disease. Always check with your physician
beafore starting a new dietary supplement program.

Leaving Our Websne Disclalmer: If we have a research lmk to a website where we sell products or have product information you are now Ieavmg the
medicalmarijuanainc.com website. Links to any 1nformat|onal websites are provided solely as a service to our users. The link provides additional
information that may be useful or interesting and has nq aliation to the promotien, sale and distribution of Medical Marijuana Inc. products, The link
does not constitute an endorsement of these organizations by Medical Marijuana Inc. and none should be inferred. Please view our full Terms Of Use
Agreement for more information and the terms and r_oriditions governing your use of this site.
I.
se annabidiol (CBD) s a naturally-occurring constituent of the industrial hemp plant.
Shares ll'
wdical Marijuana Inc. does not sell or distribute any p;'odimts that are in violation of the United States Cantrolled Substances Act (US.CSA). The
s+ mpany does grow, sell and distribute hemp based pro:ducts.
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IDF to ease up on pot-smoking soldiers | The Times of Israel

. THE TIMES OF ISRAEL | www. tlmesof srael.com

Joint operation i

soldlers ?i

Service personnel will still be probed for recreational use of cannabis,
but no court-martials for limited use

BY AFP | December 21, 2016, 3:50 pm |

srael's army is to relax its disciplinary action against soldiers accused of smoking cannabis
while on leave, a general overseeing the reform said Wednesday.

Offending soldiers will no longer be systematically court-martialed nor receive prison sentences of
up to two months, former military advocate general Maj. Gen. (res) Danny Efroni told Army Radio.

i
'

But they must agree to undergo regular tests to show they are abstaining from smoking cannabis.
The relaxation does not apply to soldiers who use the drug while on duty.

“We are offering soldiers the chance to continue their service normally and not be imprisoned and
hindered by a criminal record in civilian life,” Efroni said.

“We haven't cancelled the investigations,” he explained. “We are talking about light drug offenses
and cne-time or a handful of uses in civilian circumstances. But the investigation will be carried out
and if we have all the material and evidence'to file an indictment we will do it."

Cannabis use Is illegal in‘lsrael except for medical purposes.
Last year 128 lsraeli soldiers were prosecuted for use of narcotics.

Almost half of the investigations conducted by military police involve drug use.

}

3

© 2015 THE TIMES OF ISRAEL ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
i

http:/iwww.timesofisrael .com.’idi‘-to—ease-of(‘-dn-pot-smoking-snlgliers!'#

112



