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February 27, 2018
To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing in support of HB 1221 which will allow parents to use their 529s for K-12
tuition. Most private schools have a significant part of their enrollment represented by
lower income families who should have the right to give their students an educational
'alternative to public education. These families would benefit immensely from being
able to contribute to and use 529s for K-12, knowing they will not pay taxes on the
earnings. )

To think that public school education can meet the needs of everyone is like Scrooge
saying “There are plenty of workhouses are there not, let them go there” when being
asked for a Christmas donation to support the poor. In addition to that, the cost of a
college education is causing more and more students to seek out a trade right after high
school, making a meaningful high school education even more important.

Please help the state of Colorado not be a Scrooge. We are in strong support of allowing
families to use their 529s for K-12 education and HB 1221.

Sincerely,

ﬁ"&lf Boorichbms

Betsy Barricklow
Co-Director
Tara Performing Arts High School

4180 Nineteenth Street » Boulder, CO 80304 « 303.440.4510 + (Fax) 303.448.0090
www tarahighschool.org + e-mail: office@tarahighschool.org
Tara is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization #84-1274823



'SEEDS
OF HOPE

CULTIVATING MINDS
% AND HEARTS FOR CHRIST

March 22, 2018

Colorado State House Education Committee
200 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO 80203

Dear Committee Members,

| am writing to respectfully urge you to consider moving forward House Bill 18-1221 to grant an income
tax deduction for 529 account distributions used for K-12 grade education expenses in Colorado, which
would align Colorado’s law with the recent federal law change.

Catholic schools have a long and rich tradition of providing an alternative, transformative educational
experience for students and families who chose to make the personal sacrifice of paying school tuition

in addition to the taxes they pay for their local school districts. For the 2016-17 school year, based on
the national public school average cost of $11,066 per student, Catholic schools. provide more than 20
billion dollars a year savings for U.S. taxpayers for those students in Catholic schools (U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops) who do not use taxpayer dollars by attending Catholic schools.

Our schools are vibrant beacons of light in their communities and our families who make up the schools
deserve the opportunity to receive some tax relief in exchange for lightening the load of our public
school systems. For families to have the chance to receive a deduction for using 529 account distribu-
tions for Catholic school tuition after saving taxpayers such a large amount seems both fair and just.

‘Thank you for your consideration. We greatly respect the often thankless work you do to make Colorado
the best state in the union to live and raise a family.

ith very best wist for God's blessings,

Jay Clark
Executive Director

1300 South Steele Street | Denver, CO 80210 | 303-715-3127 | seedsofhopedenver.org
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Colorado Association of Private Schools

March 5, 2018

Dear Members of the House Education Committee,

The Colorado Association of Private Schools (CAPS) believes that 529 Plans are a great way for parents to
save for their child’s collége education.

And now, passage of the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act allows parents who have 529 Savings Accounts to
use them also to pay for K-12 tuition at private schools.

»

As an association representing 15,000 families that attend member private schools in Colorado, we urge
you to pass House Bill 1221, sponsored by Representative Tim Leonard and Senator Tim Neville to align
Colorado law with federal law.

We also ask you to vote down House Bill 1209 sponsored by Representatives Pettersen and Garnett that
would ban the use of 5295 for K-12 tuition.

s Hard-working families who choose religious and non-sectarian schools continue to fund public
education with their taxes. That’s a win for Colorado.

» Hard-working families who choose religious and non-sectarian schools thus pay twice for
education (taxes and tuition). That’s a win for Colorado.

¢ Every child in a religious or non-sectarian private school saves Colorado $9,245 in per pupil state
spending (Census Bureau data [2015] as reported by Governing.com). That’s a win for Colorado.

* Allowing these families a modest state income tax break on their 529 savings investments can
be a big help to Colorado families-at little cost to Colorado.

¢ Making Colorado law conflict with federal law creates unnecessary confusion and complication
in an otherwise helpful and efficient savings program. '

By passing HB 1221 you will benefit families in the State of Colorado by continuing to give them a state
income tax deduction for their 529 Savings Plans.

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors

Tom Cathey, The Association of Christian Schools International
Holly Goodwin, The Colorado Springs Catholic Diocese

Adam Dufault, The Archdiocese of Denver

Weston Kurz, Dayspring Christian Academy

731 Chapel Hills Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 A 719.867.0201 A www.thecaps.org A info.caps@thecaps.org



EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Elementary Campus ... Pre-school throngh Sixth Grade
2511 N. Logan Avenuef Colorado Springs, CO 80907 / Phone (719) 634-7024 / Fax (719) 328-1554

Secondary Campus ... Seventh through Twelfth Grade
4052 Nonchalant Circle South / Colorade Springs. CO 80917 / Phone (719) 597-3675 { Iux (719) 597-6983

March 8, 2018

To be read and/or submitted to the Colorado House of Representatives.

Greetings Members of the Colorado House of Representatives,

[ name is Dr. Jim Johnson and | am the superintendent of a private school in Colorado Springs. 1
represent the families of about 300 students here in our school. We are thankful for the work of
the federal government to reform taxes on December 22, 2017. This reformation enabled the
existing 529 plans to be expanded to include K-12 education. It is our hope that the Colorado
legislation can be secured to allow similar action here in our state.

Therefore, we stand in support of HB 1221 and in opposition to HB 1209,




Dear Committee members

| am writing in support of House Bill 1221, to permit the use of funds saved in a Colorado
529 plan for K-12 private tuition.

[ am a 47-year-ald resident of Longmont, Colorado and, together with my husband, am
the mother of two daughters who attend Crossroads School. Education is important in our
family, and from the time that my daughters were born we began setting aside funds fo provide
for college. Initially these were in simple savings or in bonds, but when 529 accounts became
available then we leapt upon the opportunity that those accounts offered.

When my daughters were in the earliest grades we tried homeschoaling them. However,
as we came near to the middle school grades an obstacle appeared. One daughter was
diagnosed with Asperger's Syndrome, and the other with a Generalized Anxiety Disorder. These
conditions demanded greater educational skill than we were prepared to offer. Some sort of
special help was needed.

Now | need to backup and explain that “special-ed” is a tough subject for me. | myself
required special help frorﬁ late elementary school through high school due‘to a reading problem
stemming from vision difficulties. For me, special ed was not a pleasant experience. | was
withdrawn from the regulér classes where my friends were and set aside into classes with kids
that had far more severe issues than myself. Because of this experience, when my own
daughters needed help | was determined to find as positive an environment as | could to meet
their needs.

We found that environment at Crossroads School in Longmont. Crossroads has an
emphasis on being a place where kids with difficult circumstances can find a supportive learning
environment, and my daughters have both thrived there. In our specific case, we were able to
find the money for tuition in our regular budget and savings. However, it seems clear to me that
had our financial circumstances been different, then having the 529 money available for K-12
tuition could have made the difference in my daughters even completing secondary school.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Jones



Friday, March 9, 2018

Eric Strassburger

3574 South Hudson Street
Denver, CO 80237

To Whom it May Concern,

Hello Madame Chair and members of the committee my name is Eric Strassburger and | am here today
representing myself and my family to voice my support for HB 1221 and my opposition to HB 1209.

My wife and | struggled with a miscarriage and trying unsuccessfuily to get pregnant over 3.5 years. We
felt like we won the lottery when we gave birth to our first daughter {Cosette) and then twin girls
(Adalay and Harlyn) a year and a half later. Now we fee! like we are literally going to have to win the
lottery to cover the costs of sending them to our home parish of Most Precious Blood and my alma
matter of Regis Jesuit High School that would total roughly $338,250 using today’s tuition rates.
Catholic education has been a priority for my family for generations, and [ too am trying to shoulder the
necessary financial burdens like my parents and grandparents before me. We setup multiple 529 plans
using gifts from their baptisms but we are feeling the pinch with Denver’s high cost of living like many
other middle-class families. '

As a result, | was very pleased when | found out that the federal tax reform bill expanded 529 plans to
include K-12 educational expenses. This expansion offers a new avenue for my family to save and utilize
pre-tax dollars to potentially pay for K-12 private school tuition for our daughters. As you know
Colorado is one of a handful of states that must adopt legislation in order for my family, and so many
other families like mine, to have the same 529 state tax benefits for K-12 educational use that ! currently
have for college savings and use.

It is my hope that Colorado will do the right thing by allowing a family like mine the power and flexibility
to use the money in our 529 account to determinie-what is in the best educational interests of our
children, not just when it comes to college, but also regarding K-12 education. The ability to invest inmy
children’s future by choosing a school that best meets their current needs and adequately prepares
them for college will pay dividends in the future.

Aligning Colorado law to mirror what the federal government has allowed for regarding 529 accounts is
exactly why | support HB 1221 and oppose HB 1208 and | respectfully ask that you support HB 1221 and
oppose HB 1209.

Sincerely,

Eric Strassburger



March 1, 2018

To. Members of Colorado State Assembly
& theé House Education Committee,

First we'd like to thank Timothy Leonard, Tim Neville and co-sponsors of HB18-1221. This
letter is to urge you and other members of the House Education Committee to vote in favor of
HB18-1221. Further, we would like to communicate our opposition to HB18-1209.

It is critical to support parents’ right to choose educational path suited to their own children.
This bill is another step to allow our community to use their own after-tax contributions into a
529 plan toward qualifying educational expenses - including K12 education.

It is crucial that Golorado law honors the federal Tax Cuts and Job Acts faw by passing.
HB18-1221 which will then align the federal and state laws in the matter of using 529 funds for
K12 education. .

We would like to also express our opposition to HB18-1209. Not oniy do we strongly disagree
with this proposed legislation, there should never be a tax-recapture clause or any penalties
whatsoever if a family were to choose to use 529 funding for k12 education. The prospect of a
penalty for doing with the federal law allows is absurd.

Please vote in favor of HB-1221 which in turn validates our freedom in America and supports -
the principles of a free-market economy.

Respectfully,

Ashlee Harry
2550 Shadecrest Place
Highlands Ranch, CO 80128

~ Scott Harry
2550 Shadecrest Place
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Aimee Perry
7348 S Steele Circle
Centennial, CO 80122

Samuel Bryan Perry
7348 S Steele Circle
Centennial, CO 80122

Bernadette Rivera

3327 E Geddes Dr.
Centennial, GO 80122
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Louis A Rivera
3327 E Geddes Drive
Centennial, CO 80122

Jennifer Schmidt
375 Shadycroft Drive
Littleton, GO 80120

Jon Schmidt
375 Shadycroft Drive
Littleton, CO 80120

Craig Coelhao
9316 Windsor Way
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Martine Goelho
9316 Windsor Way
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Tonya Mitch
9422 La Quinta Way
Lone Tree, GO 80124

James Mitch
9422 La Quinta Way
Lone Tree, CO 80124

Amanda Yonan
7919 South Cook way
Centennial, GO 80122

Matt Yonan
7919 South Cook way
Centennial, CO 80122
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Dear Representatives,

Please make distributions for K-12 tuition expenses eligible for the Colorado state tax deduction and
protect withdrawals for this use from state tax recapture by supporting HB18-1221. This would then
reflect the recent changes made at the federal level in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and would make
Colorado more competitive with other states in supporting school-age families and their educational
decisions.

Colorado taxpayers, whether they have school-age children or not, share in the responsibility of funding
public education. We, as citizens of the state of Colorado, all benefit from an educational system that
meets the needs of all of our children. Qur public schools are some of the most successful in the nation
at meeting the wide-ranging educational needs of hundreds of thousands of children.

However, there are times when parents feel their child’s educational needs are best met outside of the
public school system. The reasons parents may choose a private education for their child are many.
They may have a child with specific physical, developmental, cognitive, or emotional challenges that
their local public school is not able to address according to their child’s specific needs. Some parents
may opt for a private school for their child because of the school’s specific method of teaching or
educational philosophy. Other parents may choose a private school for the additional character, faith,
or moral development the school can provide. Some parents may have a child with high academic,
musical, or athletic aptitude and may want a private school with an emphasis in the area in which their
child excels. Still other parents may wish to send their child to an international school with a focus on
multicultural and multilingual educational opportunities.

Parents know best what type of school is most appropriate for their child’s educational, emotional, and
developmental needs. Aligning Colorado law with the new federal law in the area of 529 plans will
empower parents to make the best individual educational decisions for their individual children without
minimizing the importance of supporting public education. Just as children from the.same family are
not all the same, their educational needs may not be the same either. While public schools successfutly

" meet the needs of a majority of children, they may not meet the needs of every family or every child

within the same family. Opening 529 plans to K-12 tuition would give parents greater [iberty to
customize their child’s education in order to meet their individual needs and maximize their scholastic
accomplishments. Please vote yes on HB18-1221.

Respectfully,

Natalie Hattenbach ' 3. Katherine L Myles-Wanja
6 Robincrest Lane ’ 6656 W Long Drive
Littleton, CO 80123 Littleton, CO 80123

Todd Hattenbach 4. Joseph F. Froechtenigt 111
6 Robincrest Lane : 2226 Weatherstone Circle

Littleton, CO 80123 Highlands Ranch, CO'80126
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Margi Q. Froechtenigt
2226 Weatherstone Circle
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Jane Gosser )
6767 Ingleton Drive
Castle Pines, CO 80108

Andy Abols
533 E. Irish Ave.
Littleton, CO 80122

Gina Abols
533 E. Irish Ave.
Littleton, CO 80122

Joyce Mannix
8109 S. Algonquian Cir.
Aurora, CO 80016

Tom Mannix
8109 S. Algonquian Cir.
Aurora, CO 80016

Troy Manuello
11621 Night Heron Drive
Parker, CO 80134

Marcie Manuello
11621 Night Heron Drive
Parker, CG 80134

Doug Mannix
8838 Greengrass Way
Parker, CO 80134

Marilyn Cenedella
9541 Painted Canyon Circle
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Tony Cenedella
9541 Painted Canyon Circle
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Ray Hattenbach
8128 5 Garfield Way
Centennial, CO 80122

Lori Frank
9098 Greenspointe Ct.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80130
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20.

21.

22.

23.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Greg Frank
9098 Greenspointe Ct.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80130

Jennifer-Hehn
5123 S. Cody Ct.
Littleton, CO 80123

Kevin Hehn
5123 S. Cody Ct.
Littleton, CO 80123

Janet Hattenbach ’
8128 S. Garfield Way
Centennial, CO 80122

Enrico Contolini
14073 W. Amherst Court
Lakewood, CO 80228

Clarice Burch
6855 S Sycamore St
Littleton, CO 80120

Josephine Dennison
4638 S White Ln
Littleton, CO 80127

Lee Ann Redgers
3098 S. Flamingo Way
Denver, CO 80222

Derek Schroeder
6887 S. Gallup Street
Littleton, CC 801020

Maren Schroeder
6887 S. Gallup Street
Littleton, CO 801020

Jay Norejko Norejko
6380 W Sumac Avenue,
Denver CO 80123

Maureen Norejko
6380 W Sumac Avenue,
Denver CO 80123

Suzanne Kutsch
4931 W. Quarles Dr.
Littleton, CO 80128
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. Andrea Anzur
10662 Edgemont PIL.
Highlands Ranch CO 80129

Brian Anzur
10662 Edgemont PI.
Highlands Ranch CO 80129

Ana Bohmann
1552 Blackstone Ct.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Aaron Nack
2213 S Isabell Ct.
Lakewood, CO-80228

Hillary Nack
2213 S Isabell Ct.
Lakewood, CO 80228

Barry D. Amman
5070 Juniper St.
Littleton, CO 80123

Ryan Schwerther
5289 W. Burgundy Pl
Littleton, CO 80123

Rachael Schwertner
5289 W. Burgundy PI.
Littleton, CO 80123

Jodi Thomas
5 Coyote Lane
Littleton, CO 80127

Darrin Liedtke
25 Blue Sage
Littleton, CO 80127

Karen Stanga
9436 W Geddes Place
Littleton, CO 80128

Dr. Robert Stanga
9436 W Geddes Place
Littleton, CO 80128

Karina Elrod
1931 W. Briarwood Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123
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Mark Elrod
1931 W. Briarwood Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123

Kristy Kurtzman
6114 w Gould Dr.
Littleton, CO 80123

Teresa Gomez
7971 South Lamar Street
Littleton, CO 80128

Carolyn Dutton
8851 Sundrop Way
Highlands Ranch, CO

Rachel Guerrera
7048 S Louthan Cir
Littleton, CO 80120

David R. Lee
7243 S Johnson 5t
Littieton, CO 80128

Derek Thomas
6847 S. Windermere St.
Littleton, CO 80120

Stephanie Thomas
6847 5. Windermere St.
Littleton, CO 80120

Brian Macaulay
28 Brookhaven Lane
Littleton, CO 80123

Julie A. Hecker
6048 S. Hill st
Littleton, CO 80120

Michael J. Hecker
6948 S. Hill St
Littleton, CO 80120

Lane Matthew Reagan
3132 5. Ogden St.
Englewood, CO 80113

Kali Jo Reagan
3132 S. Ogden St.
Englewood, CO 80113
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Steve Payne

1900 W. Dry Creek Rd.

Littleton, CO 80120

Stacie Keiter
5390 S. Otis Ct.
Littleton, CO 80123

Long Pham
5461 W Prentice Ct
Denver, CO 80123

My Than
5535 5 Fenton 5t
Denver, CO 80123

Chau Mai
5519 S Fenton St
Denver, CO 80123

Robert Enzaldo

6566 S. Arapahoe Way

Littleton, CO 80120

Marie Enzaldtr:u
6566 5. Arapahoe Way
Littleton, CO 80120



