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Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence
805 15th St NW, Suite 410
Washington, DC 20005

Testimony of Ari Davis, Public Health Fellow, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence.

SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 19-1177: AN ACT CONCERNING CREATION OF AN EXTREME
RISK PROTECTIVE ORDER.

Before the Colorado House Judiciary Committee,

February 21, 2019.

As a Public Health Fellow at the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence and native of Boulder, Colorado
I am writing today in support of House Bill 19-1177: An act concerning the creation of an Extreme Risk
Protective Order (ERPO).

I ask the House Judiciary Committee to consider the following points in their decision whether to support
HB19-1177: (1) suicides are increasing in Colorado, and firearms are a key contributing factor; (2)
rigorous research suggests that Extreme Risk laws reduce suicides; and (3) similar legislation was passed
with bipartisan support in a wide range of states.

Suicides Are Increasing in Colorado, And Firearms Are A Key Contributing Factor

Over the last decade (2008-2017) Colorado’s suicide rate increased by 28%, and suicides accounted for
1,181 deaths in 2017. Half of these individuals used a firearm.' A Coloradan is nearly 1.5 times more
likely to die by firearm suicide than the average American. Within 15 counties - most of which are rural—
the firearm suicide death rate is more than twice as high as the national average, and in Moffat, Teller,
and Gunnison counties, individuals are over three times more likely to die by firearm suicide than the
average American.

Colorado Firearm Suicide Rate, 2008-2017
Age-Adjusted Firearm Suicide Rate Per 100,000
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Note: Age-adjusted rates were used to dllow for accurate comparisons between populations with differing age distribution

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Available: htip-/fwonder cde,goviucd-icd 10.html
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Backed by Rigorous Data and Research

Research suggests that HB19-1177 will help address the crisis of suicide in Colorado. Peer-reviewed
studies consistently show that easy access to firearms increases the risk of dying by suicide." Eighty-five
percent of suicide attempts using firearms are lethal, whereas by comparison, suicide attempts by
poisoning and overdose are lethal only 2% of the time." Approximately seventy-percent of individuals
who survive suicide will not try again, and will often seek support." Therefore, temporarily limiting
access to firearms is a crucial element of suicide prevention because it increases the probability that an
individual will survive a suicide attempt.

Research also shows that Extreme Risk laws which temporarily reduce access to firearms for individuals
at a high risk of harm to self or others is effective policy. Notably, an evaluation of Connecticut’s risk-
warrant law, a law that is similar to HB19-1177, estimated that for every 10 to 20 risk-warrants issued,
one life is saved.”

Researchers estimated that a similar Extreme Risk law in Connecticut saved one life for
every 10 to 20 risk warrants issued.

Similar ERPO Legisiation Passed with Bipartisan Support in A Wide Range of States

Extreme Risk laws have gained support from prominent Republican and Democratic policymakers alike.
Lawmakers in thirteen states have passed Extreme Risk laws. Within these states, over 150 Republican
state legislators voted in favor of Extreme Risk laws. Likewise, in 2018 alone, five Republican Governors
signed Extreme Risk legislation into law."

H vossed Under Democrolic
Govemnar

Il Fassed Under Republican
Governor

[l Passed by Ballo! Initictive

Source: data attained from state Iegislaﬁve databases; data is also available here,*"
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Extreme Risk laws have also gained bipartisan support at the federal level. The 2018 Federal Commission
on School Safety, commissioned by the Trump Administration, dedicated an entire chapter towards
Extreme Risk Laws, with recommendations “encouraging states to adopt laws permitting extreme risk
protection orders (ERPO’s)”."l Prominent Republican Senators, such as Marco Rubio, * and Lindsey
Graham,” have introduced bills promoting Extreme Risk laws; and legislators from both sides-of the aisle
support such bills.®

Conclusion

With the passage of HB19-1177 Colorado lawmakers would provide law enforcement and those closest to
individuals at risk of harming themselves or others the tools they need to save lives. The evidence is clear:
temporarily removing firearms from those at a high risk of committing violence will prevent suicides and
make communities safer,

As a public health fellow at the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence and as a native Coloradan who
cares deeply about my state, Iurge you to support this evidence-backed, bipartisan policy which saves
lives.

Sincerely,

Ari Adam Davis, MPP

Public Health Fellow

Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence
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