SB 19-071

" Their Own Way

Protecting the Child Witness: -

a bill to expand the admission ofa Cl‘llld s out
of-court statements .
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Senator Rhonda Fields  °
Representative Dylan Roberts
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Most children will not tell rlght away, and manys:
will not tell at all because of threats, fear.of not W

. being believed, misplaced shame, or worry about
‘the effect of disclosure on famlly relatlonshlps
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Only 12% of child sexual abuse is;, 1“

ever reported to authorities* leavmg
. offenders undetected, unpunlshed an
.« other chlldren atrisk.
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=‘*When chlldren do tell, they tell someoné they trust R
ina sithation where they feel safe, and they often 5
“ tell gradually, providing more mformat:on as the|r~ e

comfort Increases.

These "outcry” witnesses - the child's frlendﬁ
teacher, or other trusted adult - and their *
accounts of a child's disclosuresand * .
demeanor are critical to the truth- seeRlng

. process, - - . ,e

Sometimes they are trained professmnals, called
forensic interviewers, who interview children ,™;

[

_using methods researched and designed to secure
accurate ‘unbiased accounts, ! Lk
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Their own words, Their own Way:
it begins with courage
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Q A child works up the courage to text, chat, call, or pass a note to a trusted friend
or adult about what they've seen or experienced.
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A prosecutor reviews the evidence an

be proven beyond a reasonable doubt.
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Ajudge allows the jury;i;o,hgéa[ithé teﬁigﬁodf.qf,the outcry witnesses, describing
what the child told them; only if the judge finds'tHat the time, manner, and
ments render them reliable and after judging the
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“~— this is current law ,, . . L '

- this is the bill —
VS
Current law unnecessarily limits this process to certain crimes against children or- .
that children witness - This bill expands those crimes to allow a jury to hear a child's
statements about any sexual abuse and any crime where a child under 13 is a victim if
the same thorough process above is followed. :

Join the elffort

R -

VER a it , -
E/% » E@ dylan.roberts.house@state.co.us

h
. . = + > *
SR a * oAty ‘% R
KAE-NELE LY :

—_—
- a n
® ERY

- o M

. [

Iui‘-
1 Statistics About Sexual Violence (2015), National Sexual Violence Resource Céril
2 Richards, K. {2011). Misperceptions About Child Sex Offénders. Trends & lssuesi
3 Hanson, R, F, Resnick, H. 5., Saunders, B. £, Kilpatrick, D. G., & Besl ) R

*
2 N Ve

Fl



