
Hello Chairperson, Committee Members, and our Bill Sponsors. My name is Brizai Gomez

Cortes, and I serve as the Bilingual Community Activator at Metro Caring, Colorado’s leading

anti-hunger organization that works to meet people’s immediate need for nutritious food while

working to address hunger at its root.

As the daughter of undocumented parents and an anti-hunger advocate, I’m here to ask for

your support on SB21-233 which would provide direct COVID cash benefits for I-TIN holders.

COVID-19 unmasked disparities Black, Indigienous, and people of color have experienced for

decades, access to economic opportunities is one them. This bill would provide I-TIN holders

with economic relief they’ve been excluded from before, allowing them to pay housing, afford

nutritious food, and widen access to health care.

I received three stimulus checks from the federal government. From the total amount I’ve

received, I gave my undocumented parents half. Not because they asked me to, and not

because it should be my duty to do so, but because the government and our leaders have failed

them.  In Colorado, $156 million in state and local taxes in 2018 were paid by I-TIN holders

according to the American Immigration Council. Yet, undocumented Coloradans are being

denied COVID relief.

At Metro Caring we saw an increase of 300% demand on our food bank, many undocumented

families make up the line. Families are not only struggling to afford their next meal, they are

scared of piling up medical bills under COVID-19, our families can not afford to get sick. We

must change the narrative of how we treat the disenfranchised members of our state. Not only

would this bill have a positive impact on I-TIN holder’s lives but that it would flow into our

state’s economy as well.

On behalf of the undocumented community and our 75,000 community members at Metro

Caring , I ask you to support this crucial bill. Thank you for your time.
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