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Madame Chair and Members of the Committee,  
 
My name is Jillian Fabricius, Director of Strategic Initiatives with Illuminate Colorado, a statewide nonprofit 
working to strengthen families, organizations, and communities to prevent child maltreatment. I am writing 
in support of SB21-137 Behavioral Health Recovery Act. 
 
Simply put, children do well when their parents and caregivers do well, and treating parental behavioral health 
is crucial to supporting child development and parenting. Through additional behavioral health treatment and 
support, parents can build both their own resilience and social connections—both of which are research-
based protective factors that lower the risk of child abuse and neglect.1 
 
These behavioral health resources and supports were needed before, and are especially needed now, 
considering the social isolation and increased financial stressors so many families are experiencing due to the 
pandemic.  
 
That’s why we are so are excited to see SB21-137 include a number of sections and amendments 
which specifically do good for families: 

• We enthusiastically support additional investments in services and capacity building for specialized 
and integrated behavioral health care for pregnant and parenting people and for whole families to 
ensure we can meet the existing, expanded need for specialized services 

o Sections 17 & 19 (maternal child health pilot)  
o Amendment L043, which restores investments to the High Risk Families Cash Fund using 

federal stimulus dollars, would do just that by bringing more resources to local partners 
actively serving and supporting parents and families. With last year’s budget cuts, the fund 
no longer receives reversions to support one time treatment capacity building so this is a key 
opportunity to leverage federal stimulus funding for much needed specialized treatment 
capacity building. 

• Safe storage and disposal of substances is especially important for child safety—which anyone who 
has been around a determined and curious toddler likely knows. That’s why we’re glad to see Section 
18 continue the program to increase public awareness concerning the safe use, storage, and disposal 
of opioids. 

• We echo what was shared by others around the importance of Section 9 to align Medicaid 
reimbursement for screening for perinatal mood and anxiety disorders in accordance with the HRSA 
guidelines. Again, parental behavioral health is crucial to supporting child development and 
parenting. 

• Lastly, we echo the importance of Section 14 around the perinatal substance use data linkage project, 
which is a key tool to inform state and local strategies to better support pregnant and postpartum 
people with substance use disorders and their infants. 

In closing, parenting is hard, and parenting in a pandemic is even harder. SB21-137 would ensure that families 
have what they need to support their behavioral health and to be safe, healthy, and thriving.  

Sincerely, 
Jillian Adams Fabricius 
Director of Strategic Initiatives 

jfabricius@illuminatecolorado.org 

 
1 Center for the Study of Social Policy. Protective Factor Framework. https://cssp.org/our-work/projects/protective-
factors-framework/ 
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