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DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL AFFAIRS 
FY 2015-16 JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE HEARING AGENDA 

 
 Monday, December 1, 2014 
 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
 
1:30-1:50 INTRODUCTIONS AND OPENING COMMENTS  
 
1:50-2:10 QUESTIONS COMMON TO ALL DEPARTMENTS 
 
(The following questions require both a written and verbal response.) 

 
1.  SMART Government Act: 

a. Please describe how the SMART Government Act is being integrated into the 
department’s existing processes (both in terms of service delivery and evaluating 
performance).   

b. How is the data that is gathered for the performance management system used? 
c. Please describe the value of the act in the department. 

 
2. Do you have infrastructure needs (roads, real property, information technology) beyond the 

current infrastructure request?  If so, how do these needs fit in with the department’s overall 
infrastructure priorities that have been submitted to the Capital Construction Committee or 
Joint Technology Committee?  If infrastructure should be a higher priority for the department, 
how should the department’s list of overall priorities be adjusted to account for it? 

 
2a.  [Rep. Rankin] Describe the department's experience with the implementation of the new 

CORE accounting system. 
a. Was the training adequate? 
b. Has the transition gone smoothly? 
c. How has the implementation of CORE affected staff workload during the transition? 
d. Do you anticipate that CORE will increase the staff workload on an ongoing basis?  If so, 

describe the nature of the workload increase and indicate whether the department is 
requesting additional funding for FY 2015-16 to address it. 

 
2:10-2:30 DIVISION OF HOUSING 
 
Requests R1 – Building Regulation Fund Deficit 
 
3. Describe the manufactured building industry in the state.  How many factories produce 

manufactured buildings in Colorado?  Where are they located and how large are their 
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operations?  What’s the relationship between where units are produced and where they are 
installed?  What’s the State’s inspection role at the factory versus the installation site? 
 

4. Respond to the staff proposal to transfer funds back to the Building Regulation Fund from the 
General Fund.  Would that adequately address the problem? 
 

5. Why have your expenditures been increasing more rapidly than revenues?  What federal funds 
have you been using to subsidize the program?  Are you asking to backfill declining federal 
funds with General Fund? 
 

6. What’s the history of fees that support this program?  Did you drop them when you developed 
a fund balance?   
 

Affordable Housing Programs and R4 Housing Development Grants 
 
7. The Committee would like to get a grip on the statewide picture for affordable housing.   

a) What information can the Department provide about state housing needs?  Has the 
Department done a gap analysis to identify state housing needs and the needs of local 
communities in different parts of the State? 

b)  What information can the Department provide about housing resources around the State?  
How are these distributed around the State?   

c)  Which areas of the State is the State affordable housing budget supporting? Is it primarily 
urban? Rural? 

 
8. Provide additional detail about what you have in mind with request R4.  Who will you target?  

How much of the request is for vouchers? What are the costs and benefits? 
 
9. What leveraging occurs with this request?  What economic benefits does it provide?   
 
10. What relationships exist between the Division and organizations like Habitat for Humanity?   
 
2:30-3:00 DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Request R2 Colorado Main Street Program 
 
11. Describe the consulting services you plan to use.  Do you expect to use multiple consultants or 

just four?  Will these consultants be hired from the local communities?  Are they temporary or 
permanent employees?  Are they contract employees?  Are they specialists in one specific 
community? 
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12. Lyons and Brush and Viktor are receiving assistance from this program.  These are all areas 
where there have recently been natural disasters.   How does the selection relate to areas 
where there have been disasters?  Are you attempting to address issues FEMA funding 
doesn’t?   

Request R3 Improve Statutory Compliance 
 
13. Is the growth in the number of special districts a problem for the State? What is causing the 

proliferation of special districts?   Should the General Assembly try to stop or reverse the 
process?  What are the options for this? 

 
Severance and Federal Mineral Lease (FML) Revenue Projections 
 
14. Will severance tax and FML revenue be impacted by the recent downturn in oil and gas 

prices?  How do you expect current FY 2015-16 revenue projections to change? 
 

15. What programs will not be funded if severance tax goes down? 
 

16. Even if the price of oil is falling, might some tax revenues increase? For example, is there 
higher use of fuels because the prices are falling? Will that positively affect some revenue 
streams? 

 
Local Government Severance and FML Direct Distributions and Grants: 
 
17. Describe the relationship between where severance and FML moneys are earned and where 

they are spent. 
 
a) Which counties bring in severance and FML money?   
b) How much severance and mineral lease money is actually spent in communities that have 

mineral impacts? 
c) Are there impacts that affect counties where there isn’t mineral production? 

 
18. Provide additional information on the executive branch initiatives that use local government 

severance and FML grant funds.  Why aren’t these initiatives subject to appropriation? 
 

19. Provide an update on the fund balance in the Local Government Permanent Fund.  How big a 
balance should be retained in that Fund?  Should it remain as a rainy day fund or be swept to 
the General Fund?   

 
Conservation Trust Fund 
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20. Do statutes specify how Conservation Trust Fund moneys are distributed among local 
government (consistent with Constitutional requirements)?  Some cities overlap special 
districts with park districts.  Is DOLA still disbursing by grant to these cities even though they 
don’t manage parks?  Do we have any latitude to tweak that by statute, so that lottery 
proceeds do not go to a city that falls 100 percent into a special district for parks? 

 
ADDENDUM: OTHER QUESTIONS FOR WHICH SOLELY WRITTEN RESPONSES ARE REQUESTED  
 
1. Provide a list of any legislation that the Department has: (a) not implemented or (b) partially 

implemented.  Explain why the Department has not implement or has partially implemented 
the legislation on this list. 
 

2. What is the turnover rate for staff in the department?  Please provide a breakdown by office 
and/or division, and program. 

 
3. Please identify the following: 

a. The department’s most effective program; 
b. The department’s least effective program (in the context of management and 

budget); 
c. Please provide recommendations on what will make this program (2.b.) more 

effective based on the department’s performance measures. 
 
4. How much capital outlay was expended using either operating funds or capital funds in FY 

2013-14?  Please break it down between the amount expended from operating and the amount 
expended from capital. 

 
5. Does Department have any outstanding high priority recommendations as identified in the 

"Annual Report of Audit Recommendations Not Fully Implemented" that was published by 
the State Auditor's Office on June 30, 2014? What is the department doing to resolve the 
outstanding high priority recommendations? 
http://www.leg.state.co.us/OSA/coauditor1.nsf/All/1FE335CE3162803F87257D7E00550568/
$FILE/1422S%20-
%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%20OF%20AUDIT%20RECOMMENDATIONS%20NOT%20
FULLY%20IMPLEMENTED%20AS%20OF%20JUNE%2030,%202014.pdf 

 
Fort Lyon 
6. Does the Department fully support Fort Lyon Supportive Residential Community? Does the 

current turnover reflect program success? At current funding and population levels the 
Department is expending approximately $58,000 per resident. Is this amount appropriate to 
spend per resident? 

 

http://www.leg.state.co.us/OSA/coauditor1.nsf/All/1FE335CE3162803F87257D7E00550568/$FILE/1422S%20-%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%20OF%20AUDIT%20RECOMMENDATIONS%20NOT%20FULLY%20IMPLEMENTED%20AS%20OF%20JUNE%2030,%202014.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/OSA/coauditor1.nsf/All/1FE335CE3162803F87257D7E00550568/$FILE/1422S%20-%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%20OF%20AUDIT%20RECOMMENDATIONS%20NOT%20FULLY%20IMPLEMENTED%20AS%20OF%20JUNE%2030,%202014.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/OSA/coauditor1.nsf/All/1FE335CE3162803F87257D7E00550568/$FILE/1422S%20-%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%20OF%20AUDIT%20RECOMMENDATIONS%20NOT%20FULLY%20IMPLEMENTED%20AS%20OF%20JUNE%2030,%202014.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/OSA/coauditor1.nsf/All/1FE335CE3162803F87257D7E00550568/$FILE/1422S%20-%20ANNUAL%20REPORT%20OF%20AUDIT%20RECOMMENDATIONS%20NOT%20FULLY%20IMPLEMENTED%20AS%20OF%20JUNE%2030,%202014.pdf
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7. What are the costs specific to transporting residents to and from their home communities? 
Please provide a detailed explanation of transportation costs. 

 
8. Please provide an “apples to apples” comparison of the Fort Lyon Supportive Residential 

Community with other homeless programs in the Denver Metro Area. 
 
9. Why is the Department running an economic development program for Bent County? Is 

administration of the program at Fort Lyon interfering with the assistance the Department 
provides for other communities or other homeless populations in Colorado? 

 
10. During the passage of S.B. 13-210, proponents of S.B. 13-210 asserted that this Fort Lyon 

program would be serving homeless who couldn’t qualify for other homeless programs in the 
State of Colorado or who had been kicked out of other homeless programs. Please provide 
proof these are the individuals being served. 

 
 


