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10 Years
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The National Young Farmers 
Coalition 

By young farmers, for young 
farmers



Policy Change



34
CHAPTERS
In 26 States

Network 
Building



Business 
Services

• Membership 

benefits

• Trainings

• Reports

• Guidebooks

• Representation 

in D.C.

Business 
Services



Our work focuses on 
protecting water for 
agriculture, building 

incentives to ensure the 
good stewardship of that 
water, and empowering 
young farmers with the 
tools they need to enter 

roles of water 
stewardship. 

Western 
Program
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2017 NYFC National Survey: 

Demographics
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2017 NYFC National Survey: 

Colorado



2017 NYFC Survey 

Land Access

❑ BIGGEST CHALLENGE for 

current farmers both 

nationally and in 

Colorado

❑ MOST SIGNIFICANT 

reason for leaving 

agriculture

❑ BIGGEST BARRIER to start 

farming



2017 NYFC National Survey: Land 

Access
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Land Access 
Context



Challenges

Real estate 
values have 

doubled in the 
last decade



The Path to Land 
Access

Desire to 
Farm

Gain Farm 
Experience

Farm 
Plan 

Farm 
Search

Secure Farm 
Tenure

Succe
ss!



The Path to Land 
Access

Farm 
Plan 

Farm 
Search

Secure Farm 
Tenure

Success
*and continued 
business 
management, 
conflict 
resolution, 
marketing, etc

Locate Land – 
Is it on the 
market? Is it 
where you want 
to live? Close to 
markets?
{affordable??}Appropriate 

size?
Room for 
expansion?
{affordable??
}

Appropriate 
resources 
(water, soils, 
infrastructure)
?
{affordable??}

For how long? 
Ability to build 
equity? 
Equitable?

Access capital 
(terms, 
combined 
financing, 
pre-existing 
debt?)

Navigate 
farm 
transitio
n.
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www.youngfarmers.org 

Kate Greenberg, Western Program 
Director

kate@youngfarmers.org

Alex Funk, Southwest Policy Analyst
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