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My background 

• Bachelors in Environmental Science from New College of 
Florida
• Masters of Agriculture (BSPM) from Colorado State 

University (Peace Corps Masters International Program)
• University of Idaho Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Program
• University of Nevada IPM Program
• University of California Statewide IPM Program – Pesticide 

Safety Education Program Coordinator
• Colorado State University – Faculty in Agricultural Biology 

and Pesticide Safety Educator



Pesticide Safety Education

• Statewide licensing preparation
• Continuing education
• Required trainings for unlicensed workers and pesticide applicators



Pesticides

• Pesticides are substances that are intended to kill pests
• Pesticides MUST be registered by the US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) 
• Different pesticides act differently in humans and the environment

Rati-



Federal 
Insecticide, 
Fungicide 
and 
Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA)

• EPA may register a pesticide if, when used 
in accordance with widespread and 
commonly recognized practice, it generally 
will not cause unreasonable adverse 
effects on human health and the 
environment

• Determination based on comprehensive 
scientific assessment of the pesticide
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Local Control Will NOT:

• stop untrained residential users from purchasing and using banned 
pesticides.



Local Control Will:

• necessarily disadvantage farmers and other professionals who 
conduct pest control as their business. 



Table 3 shows the numbers of occupational and non-
occupational exposures from 2005–2009 that the California 
Pesticide Illness Surveillance Program associated with 
various categories of pesticides.

Source: Recognition and Management of Pesticide 
Poisonings, page 8
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rmpp_6
thed_ch1_intro.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rmpp_6thed_ch1_intro.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rmpp_6thed_ch1_intro.pdf






DORA Sunset Review of the Pesticide 
Applicator’s Act

• If a local government adopts any 
ordinance concerning pesticides pursuant 
to section 31-15-707(1)(b), C.R.S., or 
pursuant to any exceptions authorized by 
the Act, it must file a certified copy of 
the ordinance and a map or legal 
description of the area covered by the 
ordinance with the Commissioner

• Despite the requirement established 
under section 31-15-707(1)(b), C.R.S., 
historically, local governments have not 
filed ordinances with the Commissioner.



DORA Sunset Review of the Pesticide 
Applicator’s Act • During the sunset review, stakeholders engaged in considerable 

discussion related to the state uniform regulation of pesticides 
law and whether local governments should be permitted more 
control over pesticide use than they are currently afforded 
under the Act. The Colorado Office of Policy, Research and 
Regulatory Reform (COPRRR) reviewed a sizable amount of 
literature related to this issue, and while there are compelling 
arguments in support of local control, repealing the state 
uniform regulation of pesticides law would likely be contrary to 
the second sunset criterion, which asks for the least restrictive 
form of regulation consistent with the public interest.

• While COPRRR is not recommending eliminating the state 
uniform regulation of pesticides law, COPRRR has proposed 
several recommendations intended to modernize the Act. Since 
none of the recommendations in this report will likely result in 
any sweeping changes to the regulation of pesticide 
application, an 11-year continuation is reasonable. Anything 
less would likely be an inefficient use of state resources.



Questions?

Lisa Blecker
lisa.blecker@colostate.edu
(970) 491-6027

mailto:lisa.blecker@colostate.edu

