
The Need for Active 
Transportation 
Infrastructure  

Funding in Colorado



The Stage is Set for Active Transportation. 
Now We Need to Fund It. 

GHG Transportation Planning Standard “Improve pedestrian and bike access, particularly in areas that allow 
individuals to reduce multiple daily trips and better access transit.”
“Improve the safety and efficiency of crosswalks and multi-use paths 
for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized vehicles…”

GHG Reduction Roadmap 2.0 Public engagement theme: Invest in safe streets
2024 NTA: “Build more complete and connected streets”

Executive Order D2023-014  “Ensure adequate and sustainable transportation infrastructure that 
safely and efficiently allows access and movement among 
communities.”

Roadmap to Colorado’s Future 2026 “...affordable and accessible multi-modal transportation system that 
works for everyone…”
“Promote a complete and connected transportation system: integrate 
… pedestrian, and bicycle infrastructure in a safe street network that 
enhances surrounding land uses.”



We Have Thousands of New Riders



Source: Federal Highway Administration

Lack of Safe Infrastructure is a Primary 
Barrier to Broad Adoption of Active 
Transportation 



Safe Street Design is Critical to Reduce 
Vehicle Speeds 



Why is Reducing Vehicle Speed Important?

Source: NACTO



Source: National Transportation Safety Board



Top 10 registered 
vehicles in Colorado

1. Ford F-150
2. Chevrolet Silverado
3. Subaru Outback
4. Toyota Tacoma
5. Jeep Grand Cherokee
6. Toyota 4Runner
7. Subaru Forester
8. Toyota Rav4
9. Honda CR-V

10. GM Sierra

Our Vehicles are Getting Bigger and Heavier 



Colorado’s Roads are Becoming 
Increasingly Deadly

Source: CDOT 2023 Colorado Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment



Source: CDOT 2023 Colorado Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment

Our Most Vulnerable Communities 
Experience the Greatest Impacts



Source: CDOT 2023 Colorado Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment

We Already Know Where to Look



Source: USDOT Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

Investments in Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Support the Economic Health 
of Colorado Families 



Fort Collins

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Boulder 

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Denver 

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Colorado Springs 

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Pueblo

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Grand Junction

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Durango

Source: H+T Affordability Index



Source: EPA 



Average 
Purchase 
Cost

Average 
Annual 
Maintenance 
+ Usage 
Costs

Average 
Annual 
Congestion 
Costs

Car $45,000 + 
6.99% loan

$12,200 $1,000

Bicycle $1,000 $400 $0

Active Transportation vs. Car Ownership



Source: Rails to Trails Conservancy 

Active Transportation Infrastructure 
Promotes Job Growth and is Cheaper To Build 



Investments in Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Will Improve the Health of 
Colorado Families 
● While Colorado is one of the healthiest 

states in the nation, 25% of adults are 
considered to be obese and 17% report 
no daily physical activity

● Active transportation = physical activity

● Infrastructure is important because 
people with proximity to trails are 50% 
more likely to meet recommended 
levels of physical activity



Investments in Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Reduce Air Pollution and 
Emissions in Colorado
● Transportation is one of the highest 

emitters of air pollution and emissions in 
Colorado

● It is critical to reduce VMT through active 
transportation to improve air quality and 
reduce emissions

● GHG Transportation Planning Standard 
compliance

Source: Rocky Mountain Institute



Our Statewide Climate Goals Depend on 
Greater Investments in Active 
Transportation
● CDOT’s GHG Transportation Report

○ Assumed increase of trips by bike 
■ 36% increase in trip mode share for bike from the baseline in 2030
■ 41% increase by 2040
■ 45% increase by 2050 

○ Assumed increase of trips by walking/rolling
■ 75% increase in trip mode share for pedestrians in 2030 baseline
■ 75% increase by 2040,
■ 74% increase from baseline by 2050



The landscape of Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Funding in Colorado 



Recommendations
● Consider a statewide active transportation needs assessment 
● Re-assess how we currently allocate transportation funding dollars  - we need more robust and 

long-term appropriations for active transportation infrastructure projects
○ This can be used as a match for the myriad of federal funding sources to maximize impact

● Explore new funding sources
○ Expand opportunities for local governments to do the same



Closing



Thank you! 

Maddie Godby Molly McKinley

maddie@peopleforbikes.org molly@denverstreetspartnership.org 

We look forward to collaborating with you to find a solution for active 
transportation funding in Colorado.
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