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Gore Creek MMI through 2021
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Red Sandstone Creek MMI through 2021



This looks legal
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This does not
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The label is the Law
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• Simple for applicators to 
understand

• But allows actions the are 
detrimental to cherished 
ecosystems

• Many foliar insecticides are directed 
to be “applied to saturation.”

• RoundUp is rated for use “up to 
waters edge.”



Recommended buffer zones
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Education has not been enough to change behavior in Vail.



Patterns of foliar pesticide use in Vail

Lovevail.org

Little intro copy area. Little 

intro copy area. Little intro 

copy area. Little intro copy 

area. Little intro copy area. 

Little intro copy area. 

 

• Spraying increased from about 30% 
to about 50% of properties from 
2007 to 2018 (self-reported by 
homeowners)

• Rates of pesticide application 
jumped when Mountain Pine Beetle 
was making headlines

• They have not dropped back to pre- 
MPB levels

• Macroinvertebrates were first 
observed to be disappearing from 
Gore Creek during the MPB 
epidemic

• They have not fully recovered



Landscaping Chemicals detected in Gore Creek
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2017 EPA Study

• 2,4,6-Tribromophenol- Fungicide and wood preservative
• 4-Bromofluorobenzene-Used in industrial agriculture (including insecticides, herbicides, 

fungicides and synthetic fertilizers)
• Propiconazole - fungicide 
• Nitrobenzene-d5 - rubber chemicals, pesticides, dyes 

Summer 2021 Dept. of Agriculture Study

• Bicyclopyrone- Herbicide
• Carbendazim- Fungicide
• Dinotefuran- Insecticide
• 24D- Herbicide (Weed and Feed)
• MCPA- Herbicide
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