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1. Background on John Martin Reservoir

2. Recent agreement between CO and KA on a 
new source of water for the Permanent Pool

3. Proposed Colorado Water Users Account
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Background

 Compact is administered by the Arkansas River Compact 
Administration (ARCA), which has three governor appointed 
representatives from each state

 Originally built for flood 
control and irrigation 
storage for irrigators in 
Colorado and Kansas

 Is a key component of 
the 1948 Compact 
between the two states

1945



 Irrigation:

• 11 Colorado ditches

• 5 Kansas ditches

 Augmentation:

• Used to augment groundwater 
pumping  from Colorado irrigation, 
municipal and recreational wells

 Recreation and Wildlife:

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
manages a Permanent Pool

 Active Storage: 330,700 acre-feet

Existing Storage Uses
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New Source for JMR Permanent Pool
 The Permanent Pool was agreed to by the States in 1976 when CPW 

purchased Muddy Creek water rights to help maintain the fishery 
and other aquatic wildlife

 Colorado River water (through spot market leases) was the only 
other approved Permanent Pool source

 In May of 2017, the ARCA passed a resolution allowing CPW to store 
water from the Highland Ditch in the Permanent Pool

 One year agreement, with potential for renewal

 Trade of water from LAWMA’s Highland Ditch (upstream of JMR) 
with water from CPW’s Center Farm (downstream of JMR)
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New Source for JMR Permanent Pool
 CPW needs approximately 

2,000 AF each year to cover 
evaporation

 This new source is expected 
to yield around 2,800 AF

 This agreement is the result 
of years of work by CPW, 
CWCB, the State of Kansas, 
LAWMA, the Attorney 
General’s office and the 
Division 2 staff of the DWR
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State Record Fish Caught Recently at JMR

29 lb. 5 oz., 39 in. Striped Bass

May 6, 2017

27 lb., 40 in. Catfish

January 19, 2015



 Proposal to the State of Kansas for a new 40,000 acre-feet storage 
account in JMR

Colorado Water Users Account

 Official request to be made at the 
Arkansas River Compact 
Administration meeting this 
December

 Sponsored by the Lower Arkansas 
Valley Water Conservancy District 
& the State of Colorado

 Funded by a CWCB Severance Tax 
Operational Account grant
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 Nine Colorado water users have identified an interest in obtaining 
additional storage in JMR and are included in the proposal:

Colorado Water Users Account

• Arkansas Groundwater Users Assoc. (AGUA)
• Catlin Augmentation Assoc. (CAA)
• Colorado Water Protective & Development Assoc. (CWPDA)

• Lower Arkansas Water Management Assoc. (LAWMA)
• City of La Junta
• City of Lamar

• Lower Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy District (LAVWCD)
• Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District (SECWCD)
• Tri-State Generation & Transmission Company

4 Augmentation Groups

2 Municipalities

2 Conservancy Districts

1 Electric Company
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Additional storage for :

 Augmentation and replacement water to help maintain return flows for:
• Groundwater pumping
• Irrigation improvements (sprinklers, canal/pond lining, etc.)

 Excess returns flows from the Ark Valley Conduit and Fry-Ark Project

 Water spilled from Pueblo Reservoir

 Slug releases from Pueblo Resv. during high flows to reduce transit losses

This new account will allow Colorado water users to more efficiently 
and better utilize their fully consumable supplies.

Benefits to Colorado Users



 Reduce chance of un-replaced return flows

 Less evaporation charged against Kansas storage accounts

 Possible modification to the Operating Plan to allow Kansas to use 
certain water to recharge the Ogallala Aquifer

 Storage charge against new account water

 Water quality benefit expected from:
 Increased installation of irrigation improvements (sprinklers, 

pond and ditch lining, etc.)
 Simplify lease-fallowing projects operations

Benefits to Kansas



Questions?


