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Colorado Rises
66% ATTAINMENT BY 2025

STRATEGIC GOAL #1
Increase

Completion
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Gaps
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Invest in Affordability 

and Innovation



Dignity in All Pathways

p“Higher Education” means all postsecondary credentials: high-
value certificates, two-year degrees, four-year degrees and 
advanced degrees.
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Colorado’s 
Institutions of 
Higher Education

• 13 four-year Institutions
• 15 two-year Institutions
• 3 Area Technical Colleges
• 291 Private Occupational 

Schools
• 84 Private Institutions
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Presentation Notes
ENROLLMENT COUNT: Approx. 435,000 studentsEnrollment is relatively flat. Counter-cyclical with the economy
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Total Cost of 
Attendance



Most Students DO NOT Pay 
the Full Cost of Attendance

They Receive Grants and Scholarships 
from: 
• The Federal Government
• The State of Colorado
• The Institutions they are Attending
• Outside Sources



Total Cost of Attendance for the 
Average Student In Colorado



They Receive Grants and Scholarships from: 

• The Federal Government

• The State of Colorado

• The Institutions they are Attending

• Outside Sources

Financial Aid Helps Change the Cost Equation

Most Students DO NOT Pay 
the Full Cost of Attendance



Still Many Students Still Graduate with Student Loan Debt

56%
of In-state Degree 

Completers

$13,300
Average Student 
Loan Amount at 

Graduation 

69%
of In-state Degree 

Completers

$25,500
Average Student 
Loan Amount at 

Graduation 

2-Year 4-Year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Methodology: Based on the PUMS sample of the 2016- 5 Year Estimates from the American Community Survey. Data was weighted to reflect the full population.  



Student Loan Debt of Colorado Resident Completers 
at 2-Year Institutions

18%
decline
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Presentation Notes
But as we look at teacher shortage, we know that it’s growing. We’ve seen a decrease of 18% since 2011 which necessitates further action.INTRODUCE COLORADO TEACHER FELLOWSHIP



Student Loan Debt of Colorado Resident 
Completers 

at 4-Year Institutions

18%
decline
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Linking credential completion data to earnings outcomes

• For the past several years, CDHE has worked with various national 
organizations around linking credential completion and unemployment 
insurance (UI) data to show the earnings outcomes of individuals who obtain 
credentials from Colorado institutions of higher education (IHEs).

• Credential completion data comes from each Colorado public IHE.  A data 
sharing partnership with the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment 
(CDLE) allows CDHE to access the UI data.

• This work began in 2013 based on a partnership with the American Institutes 
for Research (AIR) and College Measures.



Postsecondary Degree Earnings Outcomes Tool
• Building off the work with AIR and College Measures, CDHE was able to 

continue similar data pulls and annually updated its Postsecondary Degree 
Earnings Outcomes Tool:

https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Workforce/EdPays.html

• Using the tool, an individual can select a specific IHE, program name, and/or 
credential level.  The tool will then show the average 1-, 5-, and 10-year 
earnings data for those credentials.

• This work links credential completions in Colorado to Colorado wage 
outcomes (if a degree completer leaves the state after graduation their data 
are not included).

https://highered.colorado.gov/Data/Workforce/EdPays.html


HB18-1226
Higher Education Review Degree Program Costs 
And Outcomes

• Directs CDHE to annually release data on the return on investment of 
postsecondary education by institution and (when available) by program

• First report will be released Tuesday, July 30th.
• This report will provide legislators and students with data on various 

postsecondary topics, including:
• Price: How much education costs and how much students and families pay out-of-

pocket
• Debt: The number of students who take on loans and their average debt load
• Choice: How students’ chosen educational pathways impact their overall return
• Value: The public and personal value of completing a postsecondary credential

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb18-1226


The Value of Postsecondary Education

• Some form of postsecondary education after high school completion 
can have a dramatic impact on an individual’s earning potential over 
the course of their life. 

Credential Type
Median 1-year 

earnings
Median 5-year 

earnings
Median 10-year 

earnings

Certificate $32,111 $41,763 $50,130 

Associate’s $39,223 $47,558 $54,595 

Bachelor's $37,364 $49,351 $60,370 
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