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Surging Traffic Fatalities: 
A Uniquely American Phenomenon

% Change in Traffic Fatalities  //  2020-2021 vs. 2017-2019

Data from OECD 

International Transport 

Forum. (2022). Road 

Safety Annual Report 

2022, adapted by AAA 

Foundation for Traffic 
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Colorado Fatal Motor Vehicle 
Crashes

2008 - 2022

Source: 

Fatality 

Analysis 

Reporting 

System 

(FARS)



The Pandemic’s Effect on 
Traffic Safety 
2020 - 2022
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The Pandemic’s Effect on 
Traffic Safety 
2020 - 2022



The Pandemic’s Effect on 
Traffic Safety 
2020 - 2022

Other key takeaways from the study: 

• Not the result of decreases in traffic. Disproven by timing, VMT levels. 
• Late nights and early mornings saw the most significant spikes.

• Risky driving spiked: Speeding and driving under the influence of alcohol 
remain significant contributors.

• Lack of seatbelt use: The increase in occupant deaths was almost 
entirely among those not wearing seatbelts.
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AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety (2022). 2021 Traffic Safety Culture Index



Why the Post-COVID Spike in Traffic Deaths?







Infrastructure Considerations





Federal & State Policy Developments
in Substance-Impaired Driving



Speeding 



Majority of Risky Drivers Speed
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AAA Foundation research is charting a course of action



Source: FHWA

Applying the Safe System Approach
Intelligent Speed 

Assistance

ADAS Technologies

HALT Act

Setting Proper Speed 

Limits

Traffic Calming

Measures

Automatic Crash 

Notification

Med Flight Policies in 

Rural Areas

Consumer Education 

- Speeding

- Belt Use

- Impaired Driving

Lower BAC to 0.05

Speed Humps/Bumps, Rumble Strips, Speed 

Cameras, Roundabouts
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Deadline: 

11/15/2024
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Lower BAC 
Per Se to 
0.05
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Q4 2024 / Q1 2025

New Data: 

(1) Intelligent Speed Assistance, 
(2) HALT Act Tech, and 

(3) Lowering BAC to 0.05



Keeping People at 
the Roadside Safe







Source: FHWA

Safe System 
Approach

Variable Message Boards

Lighting Color/Flash 

Patterns

Intelligent Speed 

Assistance

Set Proper Speed Limits

Traffic Calming Measures

Automatic Crash 

Notification

Move Over Laws + Motorist 

compliance

Worker Compliance w/ 

safety countermeasures

Rumble Strips

Wider shoulders

Safety Edge



THANK YOU!

J. Skyler McKinley
Regional Director, Public Affairs – Colorado, North Dakota & Minnesota
JMCKINLEY@ACG.AAA.COM
303-720-9200
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