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State of Colorado 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE 
 

 
To:   Legislative Council 
 
Requested by: Senator Garcia 
With support of: Representative Valdez and Representative Reyher 
 
Re:   Request for an interim committee regarding possible changes or 

improvements to marijuana laws  
 
Date:  4/13/2018  
 
 
Information Required Pursuant to Section 2-3-303.3, C.R.S. 
 
I hereby request that an interim study committee be formed to study possible changes or 
improvements that could be made to marijuana laws during the interim between the 2018 and 
2019 legislative sessions. The interim study committee would be named the "Marijuana Laws 
Interim Study Committee." 
 
The policy issues to be studied are: 
 

 The THC content of marijuana sold in Colorado: 
o The THC content has risen dramatically. In the 1990's levels were 3.7% while 

current levels often exceed 28% (CNN, Oct 21, 2016). 

 More effective ways to keep marijuana from young people: 
o A growing number of medical professionals in my district indicate a substantial 

problem exists; and 
o Control of concentrates (both in terms of quality and availability to kids);  

 The levels of contamination and the ratios of CBD/THC in concentrated 
marijuana products can vary dramatically resulting in safety and health 
issues, particularly with young people who use concentrates to avoid 
detection of use; and  

 Ways to ensure that revenue from the industry are going to programs that actually mitigate 
the effects on communities and individuals. 
 

The interim study committee would need to meet six times to study the issues. 
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The interim study committee should consist of eight members of the General Assembly selected 
as follows: 
 

 Four members of the Senate, with two appointed by the President of the Senate and two 
appointed by the minority leader of the Senate; and 

 Four members of the House of Representatives, with two appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and two appointed by the minority leader of the House of 
Representatives. 

 
The chair and vice-chair will be appointed or elected as follows: The President of the Senate shall 
appoint the chair, and Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint the vice-chair. 
 
The appointments must be made by June 1, 2018. 

 
Nonlegislative members will not have a role in the interim study committee. 
 
A task force is not necessary to assist the interim study committee in studying the scope of policy 
issues described above. 
 
The interim study committee will need five bills to address the issues it studies.  
 
 
Additional Information Related to the Interim Study Committee Request 
 
The following nonlegislative agencies may be called upon to provide assistance or information to 
the interim study committee: 
 

 The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment; 

 The Colorado Department of Public Safety; 

 The Governor's Office of Economic Development and International Trade; 

 The Colorado Department of Revenue, Marijuana Enforcement Division; and 

 Any county-level departments who wish to join. 
 
The interim study committee would like to conduct one meeting outside of the Denver metropolitan 
area in Southern Colorado in Pueblo County, where physicians have flagged the problem of youth 
use to me while at the town hall. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 


