
TO Members of the Joint Budget Committee
FROM Robin J. Smart, JBC Staff (303-866-4955)
DATE May 20, 2020
SUBJECT Potential legislation concerning statutory changes related to services for people with

intellectual and developmental disabilities

ELIMINATION OF THE COLORADO ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

The Colorado Council for People with Disabilities is responsible for conducting information reviews
of various state departments related to accessibility issues related to persons with disabilities and
issuing an annual report to the Governor and General Assembly on the state’s program, services, and
policies affecting and addressing person with disabilities. Stakeholders in the disabilities community
indicate that the Council is largely ineffective.

JBC Staff recommends that the Committee consider sponsoring legislation to eliminate the Colorado
Advisory Council for Persons with Disabilities. This will reduce General Fund appropriations to the
Department of Human Services by $251,000 in FY 2020-21 and beyond.

AMENDING LANGUAGE

House Bill 18-1407 (Access to Disability Services and Stable Workforce) required the Department of
Health Care Policy and Financing to seek federal approval for a 6.5 percent increase in the
reimbursement rate for certain services that are delivered through the Home- and Community-based
Services Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Supported Living Services, and Children's
Extensive Supports Medicaid waivers. The bill required service agencies to document the use of the
increased funding for compensation using a reporting tool developed by the department and the
service agencies.

The bill also requires service agencies to report to HCPF how they maintained increases in
compensation for direct support professionals for the 2019-20 and 2020-21 fiscal years. In light of
the current fiscal challenges, the reporting requirements of the bill places an undo administrative
burden on service agencies and the Department.

JBC Staff recommends that the Committee consider sponsoring legislation to eliminate the
requirement that service agencies report to the Department how they maintained the 6.5 percent
increases in compensation for direct support professionals for FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21. JBC
Staff will work with fiscal notes staff to determine the fiscal impact of such change.

MEMORANDUM


