Attach G

April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Members of the House Agriculture, Livestock, and Natural Rescurces Comimiittee
Colorado State Capitol

Denver, CO

‘Re: HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

[ am requesting that this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be réad aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

1am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. |am a former
state representative, and'had'the_honor of serving as Chairman'of.the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my 'SiX".yea rs. The A‘g committee has always been committed to the
welfare of the rural and agricultisral ¢itizens.of the state and | an sure this year is no exception. Thisbill
wolld help not only our fivestock sector, but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We-also direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail outlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
‘be strong. Wha't"t'he consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
eefis of higher quality. Infact, when my processor mistakenly labeled some of my beef as-a product of
the US_,- Canada, or Mexico, 1 was unable to sell it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase'it.

This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and stréngthen the market for producers and
marketers of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they are selling
-are coming from — go visit your local store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry fram Longmont, Colorado. [tis not:too much to.ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source of their beef products as well, Consumers should
have the-ability to know the source of their food. If the.consumer déesires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires to.purchase US raised beef,
they do not currently have the information to make that decision. This bill would address that problem.
And in addition, providing consumers.with information regarding the seurce of their beef would not
‘impact export opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleeh Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay; Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnison, €0 ‘81230

970-5641-0699



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Members of the House Agriculture; Livestock, and Natural Resources.Committee.
Colorado State Capitol

Denver, CO

Re:  HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,.

1 am requesting that this-fetter:be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be read aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

[ .am-te'stifyin_g in favor-of HB1234 and hope that the members of the commiittee will support the bill-and
move it-forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the ficor of the House. 1ama former
state representative, and had the honor of serving as Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Commitiee for five of my sixvears. The Ag committee has always been commitied to.the
welfare of the rural and-agricultural citizens of the state and | am sure this year is no. exception. This bill
would help not only our livestock sector, but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Petersan, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We aiso direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail putlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximately tenyears now, and.demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
heefis of higher-qua!]t_y-. ‘in fact, when' my processor mistakenly labeled some of my beefasa product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, | was unable to sell it.and had to have the iabels changed due to the fact that
my.customers wouldn’t purchase it.

"This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and strengihen the market for producers and
marketers of US-and Coforado raised beef. The retail outlets khow where the products they are selling
are coming from — go visit your local store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. It is not too much to ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source of their beef productsas well. Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does not preclude that:opportunity. But if the consumer desires to purchase US raised beéf,
they do not currently have the information to make that.decision. This-bill would address that problem.
And in addition, providing consumers with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export oppertunities for Calorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathieen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and. The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnison, CO ‘81230

570-641-0659



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Mémbers of the House Agriculture, Livestock, and Natufal Resources Committee
Colorado. State Capitol

Denver, CO'

Re:  HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

I am requesting that this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be réad aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3,2017 hearing.

| am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
‘move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hepefully the floor of the House. Iam aformer
state representative, and had the honor of serving as Chairman of the House Agriculture:and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my six years. The Ag committee has always been committed to the.
welfare of the rural-and agricultural citizens of the state and | am sure this year is no exception. This:bill
would help not only our livestock.sector, but also the consumers of beef products-in Colorado..

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in-Gunnison. We also direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail outlets. We have beenselling-our beef directly to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colerado beef continues to
be streng. What the consumers really want to know when they come inte my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher guality. Infact, when my processor mistakenly labefed some of my beef as-a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, | was-unable-to seil it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for producers-and
marketers of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they are selling’
are coming from ~go visit your local store and you will see vegetahles from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. It is not too much to ask
retailers to be-transparent with regard to the source of their beef producis as well, Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer désires to purchase imported begf,
this bill- does not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires'to purchase US raised beef,
‘they do not currently have the information to make that decision. This'bill would address that problem.
And in-addition, providing consurners with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export opportunities for Colorade’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnison, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Mernbers of the House Agriculture; Livestock, and Natural Rescurces Committee
Colorada State Capitol

Denver, CO

Re:  HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Membiers of the Committee,

| am requesting that this fetter be considered as testimony on HB1234.and be read aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3, 2017 heating.

[ amy testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. 1am a former
state representative, and bad the honor of serving as Chairman of the House Agriculture-and Natural
Resolrces Committee for five of my six years. The Ag committee has always been committed to the
welfare of the rural and agriculturat citizens of the state and | am sure-this year is no-exception. This bill
would. help not only our livestock sector, but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We also direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail outlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximatelyten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
‘coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher quality. In fact, when my processor mistakenly fabeled some of my beef as'a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, | was unable to sell it and had to have the Jabels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase jt.

This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for producers.and
marketers of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they'are selling
are coming from.— go visit your local store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longimont, Colorado. itis not too fmuch-to-ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source of their béef products as well. Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. if the consumer desires to purchase impOrte'd.beef;
this bill does not preciude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires to purchase US raised beef,
they.do not currently have the information to make that decision. Thisbill would address that probiem.
And in-addition, providing consumers with information regarding the source of their beef would not
‘impact export opportunities for Colorada’s producets. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highiway 50

Gunnison, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Members of the House Agriculture, Livestock, and Natural Resources Committee
Colorado State Capitol '

Denver, CO

Re: HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

lam requ’e’stin_g_;that this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be read aloud and
incorporated into the record atthe April 3, 2017 hearing.

| am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move jt forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. {am a former
state representative, and.had the honor of serving as Chairman of the House Agriculture-and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my six years. The Ag committee has always been.committed to the
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state.and | am sure this year is no exception. This bill
‘would help not.anly our livestock sector, but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We also direct market cur
grass-fed beef products to customers at severaf retail outlets.. We have been selling our beef directly to
.customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continuesto
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
.coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher quality, In fact, when:my processor mistakenly labeled some of my beef as.a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, | was unahle to sell it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn't purchase it.

This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for producers and
marketers of US-and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products theyare-selling
are coming from. — go visit 'vour local store and you wiil see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New.
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. Itis not too much to ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source:of their beef products.as well. Consumers should
‘have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does hot preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires to purchase US raised beef,
they do not currently have the information to make that decision. This bilf would address that problem.
And in addition; providing consumers with information regarding the source of their beef'would not
impact export opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Curry and Greg Petérson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnison, CO 81230

970-641-06399



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis

Members of the House Agriculture, Livestock, and Natural Resources Comniittee.
Colorada State Capitol

Denver; CO

Re:  HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee;

['am requesting that this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be read aloud and
incorporated into'thé record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

{ am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. | ama former
state representative, and had the honor of serving as Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my sixyears. The Ag committee has always been committed to the
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state and I am sure this year is no-exception. ‘Thisbill
would help not-enty our livestock sector; but also the consumers of beef products in-Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and 1 are small cow/calf producers in Guanison. We also direct marketour
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail outiets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximatety ten years now, and demand for-{ocally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher quality. Infact, when my processor mistakenly iabeled some of my beef as a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, b was unable to sell it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my.customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bill would help.address the needs of the consumerand strengthen the market for producers and
marketers of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they are seliing
are coming from — go visit your local.store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New.
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. It is not too much to ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source of their beef products as well. Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desiresto purchase US raised beef,
they do not currently have the information to make that decision. This bill would addréss that problem.
And in addition, providing consumers with information regardirig the source of their beef would not
impact export opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleeén Curry and Grég:Petérson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay; Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Hi_g_h'Way-SO

Gunnison, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2,2017

Representative Lewis

Members of the House Agricuiture, Livestock, and Natural Resources Commitiee.
Colorado State Capitol '

Denver, CO

Re: HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

{ am requesting that this létter be considered as.testimony-oi HB1234 and he read aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

|am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill'and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee-and hopefully the floor of the House. |.am a former
state representative, and had the honor of serving as-Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my six'years. The Ag committee has always been committed to the
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state and | am sure this year is no exception. This bill
would help not enly our livestack sectar; but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunhison. We also direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at several retail outlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they beliéve that US.raised
beef is of higher quality. in fact, whenmy processor mistakenly labéled some of my beefas a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, ] was unable to sell it and had to have the [abels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bill would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the riarket for producers and
marketers of US and Colorado raised beef.. The retail outlets know where the products they are selling
are.coming from —govisit your local stofe and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia; and poultry from Longmont, Celorado.. ltis not too muchto ask
retailers to be transparent with regard to the source of their beef products as well. Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this bili does not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires to purchase US raised beef,
they do not currently have the information to make that decision. This bill would address that prOb'iEm'..
And in addition, previding consumers.with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export cpportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway. 50

Gunnisan, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis _

Members.of the House Agriculture; Livestock, and Naturdl Resaurces Commitiee
Cotorado State Capitol '

Denver, CO

Re:  HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Piacard

Dear Representative Lewis-and Members of the Committee,.

l'am requesting that this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be read aloud and
incorparated into the record atthe April 3, 2017 hearing,

| am testifying in favoraf HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. 1am a formier
state representative, and had.the honor.of serving as Chairman of the House Agricujture and Natural
Resources Committee for five of mysix years. The Ag committee has always been committed to the.
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state and | am sure this year is-no.exception. This:bill
would help not only qur livestock sector, but also the cansumers of beef prodticts.in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We also direct market our
grass-fed beef products te customers at several retail outlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colerado beef continuas to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is- WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher quality. Infact, when my processor mistakenly labeled some of my beef as a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexice, 1 was unable to sell it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bitl would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for preducers and
marketers.of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they are selling
are coming from — go visit your local stofe and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand; grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmoat, Colorado. # is not toe much-to ask
retailersto be transparent with régard to the'source of their beef products as well. Conisumers shouid
‘have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumier desires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desiresto purchase US raised beef,
théy do not currently have the information to make that-decision. This bill would address that problem.
And in-addition, providing corisumers-with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners.

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnisgn, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2, 2017

Representative Lewis _

Membérs of the House Agriculture, Livestock, and Natural Resources Committee
Colorado State Capitol

Denver, CO

Re: HB17-1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Representative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

Fam reqU'es_ting_ that this letter-be considered as testimony on HB1234 and be read aloud and
incorporated into the record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

1 am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill-and
moveit forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House. | am'a former
state representative, and had the honor-of serving as-Chairman of the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee for five of my six years. The Ag committée has always been committed to the
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state and | am sure this year is no exception: This bill
would help notonly our livestock sector, but also the consumers.of beef products in Colorado.

My husband, Greg Petersan, and | are small cow/calf producers in Guanison. We also direct market our
grass-fed beef products tocustomers at sevetal retail outlets. We have been selling our beef directly to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
coming from and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
beef is of higher quality. In fact, when my processor mistakenly labeled some of my beef as a product of
the US, Canada, or Mexico, | was unable to sell it and had to have the labels changed due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bitl would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for producers and
‘marketers of US and Colorado raised beef. The retail cutlets know where the products they are selling
are coming from - go visit’ your locat:store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. Itis not too much to-ask
retailers o be transparent with regard to the source of their beef products as well. Consumers should
have the ability to know thé source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this-bill does:not preclude that opportunity. But if the consumer desires to purchase US raised heef,
they do not'curtently have the'information to make that decision. This bill would address that problem,
And in addition, providing consuiers with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleen Cufry and Greg:Peterson, Owners

Peterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef, Inc. and The QT Countiy Store
54542 US Highway 50

Gunnison, CO 81230

970-641-0699



April 2,2017

‘Representative Lewis

Members of the Hoise Agricuiture, Livestock, and Natural Resources Committee
Colorado State Capitol

-Denver, CO

Re:  HB17:1234, Beef Country of Origin Retail Placard

Dear Represenitative Lewis and Members of the Committee,

[ am requesting_th‘at’ this letter be considered as testimony on HB1234. and be read aloud and
incorporated into the.record at the April 3, 2017 hearing.

| am testifying in favor of HB1234 and hope that the members of the committee will support the bill and
move it forward to the Appropriations Committee and hopefully the floor of the House, I'am a former
state-representative,.and had the honor of serving as Chairman of-the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Cammittee forfive of my six years. The Ag committee has:always been committed to the-
welfare of the rural and agricultural citizens of the state and § am sure thisyear is no exception, This bill
would help not only our livestack sector, but also the consumers of beef products in Colorado.

‘My husband, Greg Peterson, and | are small cow/calf producers in Gunnison. We-also direct market our
grass-fed beef products to customers at severaj retail outlets. We have been seliing our beef directiy to
customers for approximately ten years now, and demand for locally raised, Colorado beef continues to
be strong. What the consumers really want to know when they come into my store is WHERE is the beef
-coming fram and how has it been raised? They want US raised beef, and they believe that US raised
‘beef is of higher quality. Infact, when my progessor mistakenly labeled some of my beef as a product of
the US,- Canada, or Mexicg, | was.unable to sell it and had to have the labels cha nged due to the fact that
my customers wouldn’t purchase it.

This bilt would help address the needs of the consumer and strengthen the market for producers and
marketers of US and Colarado raised beef. The retail outlets know where the products they are selling
are coming from.—go visit your local store and you will see vegetables from Mexico, lamb from New
Zealand, grass-fed beef from Australia, and poultry from Longmont, Colorado. It is not:too much to ask
retailers to be transparent with regard te the source of their beef products as well: Consumers should
have the ability to know the source of their food. If the consumer desires to purchase imported beef,
this bill does niot preclude that opportunity. -But if the consumer desires to purchase-US raised beef,
they'do not cutrently have the information to make that decision. This bill would address that problern.
And in addition, providing consumers with information regarding the source of their beef would not
impact export.opportunities for Colorado’s producers. Please support HB17-1234.

Sincerely, Kathleéen Curry and Greg Peterson, Owners

Péterson Cattle and Hay, Tomichi Creek Beef; Inc. and The QT Country Store
54542 US Highway 50

Guninison, CO 81230

970:-641-0699



