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The bill requires the Colorado Department of Education to collect specific enrollment
data from multi-district online schools, and modifies elements of multi-district online
program authorization, certification, and accountability. The bill minimally increases
workload on an ongoing basis.
Appropriation
Summary:

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the introduced bill.

Summary of Legislation
The bill requires that the Office of Blended and Online Learning in the Colorado Department of
Education (CDE) collect biannual information concerning students who withdraw from an online
school after the annual October enrollment count date, and whether these students enroll in
another school, complete a high school equivalency examination, or otherwise continue or
complete school during the same academic year. The department must summarize and report this
information to the State Board of Education and to the General Assembly.
Under current law, a school district, group of school districts, board of cooperative services, or the
State Charter School Institute may authorize a multi-district online school after obtaining
certification from the CDE. If an existing multi-district online school changes authorizers, this bill
requires that the new authorizer obtain a new certification.
If an online school is on performance watch under the state public education accountability system,
and the school changes authorizers in its original form, or as a "successor school," this bill requires
that the online school remain on performance watch. The bill adds a definition of "successor
school" to mean an online school that the CDE determines to be substantially similar to another
online school that is currently operating or was recently closed or modified. If an online school is
required to close because the school fails to meet accountability requirements, the school must
reapply for a new certification before it can operate again.
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State Expenditures
The bill minimally increases workload for CDE staff to issue guidance documents to online schools,
work with affected programs to ensure accurate and timely data collection, and audit transfer
information for the final end of year report. The bill may also increase workload to process
additional applications for certification of online school authorizers. This increased workload does
not require additional appropriations.
The bill's data collection and reporting requirements can be accommodated within the CDE's
existing processes. The current system contains the necessary fields for collecting the enrollment
data. The department will be able to tally and submit the required report at the close of the annual
reporting process, or January of the following school year.

School District
The bill increases the data reporting workload of online schools to accurately track enrollment data
and submit it to the CDE following the October count date.
Effective Date
The bill takes effect upon signature of the Governor, or upon becoming law without his signature.

State and Local Government Contacts
Education

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year. For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit: leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.

