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Bill Topic:  ALCOHOL BEVERAGE SALE BY HOTEL RESTAURANT LICENSEE

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

9  State Revenue
:  State Expenditure (minimal)
9  State Transfer

9  TABOR Refund 
:  Local Government (minimal)
9  Statutory Public Entity

The bill allows licensed hotels to sell limited quantities of beer and wine for
consumption on the licensed premises.  The bill increases state and local
government workload in FY 2018-19 only.  

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

The fiscal note reflects the introduced bill.  The bill was not enacted into law;
therefore, the impacts identified in this analysis do not take effect. 

Summary of Legislation

Under current law, a hotel that holds a hotel-restaurant liquor license may:

• sell alcohol beverages to customers of the hotel only on areas of the premises where
meals are regularly served;

• furnish and serve complementary alcohol in sealed containers; and 
• sell alcohol beverages in sealed containers through in-room minibars. 

Under the bill, a licensed hotel may sell beer or wine in sealed containers for consumption
on the licensed hotel premises. The beer or wine must be sold between 8 a.m. and midnight, and
not exceed 72 ounces of beer (equivalent of a six pack) and 750 milliliters of wine (one bottle) per
transaction.

Background

As of April, 2018, there are 5,143 entities that hold a hotel-restaurant license, of which at
least 270 are hotels.
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State Expenditures

In FY 2018-19 only, the bill increases the workload in the Liquor Enforcement Division in
the Department of Revenue by a minimal amount to adjust enforcement procedures and conduct
any rulemaking related to the sale of alcohol beverages by licensed hotels.  No change in
appropriations is required. 

Local Government 

The bill increases the workload for local licensing authorities to adjust policies and
enforcement procedures as a result of the bill. 

Effective Date

The bill was postponed indefinitely by the Senate Business, Labor, and Technology
Committee on April 30, 2018. 

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Law
Municipalities Revenue

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


