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Statutory Revision Committee. The bill amends section
13-21-101 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, concerning interest on
damages to reflect a 1996 decision made by the Colorado supreme court
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that ruled certain language in that subsection violated the equal protection
clause of the constitution.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:1

SECTION 1.  Legislative declaration. The general assembly2

declares that the purpose of Senate Bill 18-___, enacted in 2018, is to3

repeal specific language in a section of statute that was ruled4

unconstitutional by the Colorado Supreme Court in 1996.5

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-21-101, amend6

(1) as follows:7

13-21-101.  Interest on damages. (1)  In all actions brought to8

recover damages for personal injuries sustained by any person resulting9

from or occasioned by the tort of any other person, corporation,10

association, or partnership, whether by negligence or by willful intent of11

such THE other person, corporation, association, or partnership and12

whether such THE injury has resulted fatally or otherwise, it is lawful for13

the plaintiff in the complaint to claim interest on the damages alleged14

from the date said THE suit is filed; and, on and after July 1, 1979, it is15

lawful for the plaintiff in the complaint to claim interest on the damages16

claimed from the date the action accrued. When such interest is so17

claimed, it is the duty of the court in entering judgment for the plaintiff18

in such THE action to add to the amount of damages assessed by the19

verdict of the jury, or found by the court, interest on such THE amount20

calculated at the rate of nine percent per annum on actions filed on or21

after July 1, 1975, and at the legal rate on actions filed prior to such date,22

and calculated from the date such THE suit was filed to the date of23

satisfying the judgment and to include the same in said THE judgment. as24

a part thereof. On actions filed on or after July 1, 1979, the calculation25
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shall MUST include compounding of interest annually from the date such1

THE suit was filed. On and after January 1, 1983, if a judgment for money2

in an action brought to recover damages for personal injuries is appealed3

by the judgment debtor, POSTJUDGMENT interest whether prejudgment or4

postjudgment, shall MUST be calculated on such THE sum at the rate set5

forth in subsections (3) and (4) of this section from the date the action6

accrued and shall MUST include compounding of interest annually from7

the date such THE suit was filed.8

SECTION 3.  Act subject to petition - effective date. This act9

takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the10

ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August11

8, 2018, if adjournment sine die is on May 9, 2018); except that, if a12

referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the13

state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act14

within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect15

unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in16

November 2018 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the17

official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.18
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