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BILL TOPIC: STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY GOVERNANCE

Summary of Legislation

The bill, recommended by the Legislative Audit Committee, changes the way the board
members of the Colorado Historical Society are selected. Under current law, the board has nine
members: five members appointed by the Governor with the consent of the Senate, and four
members recommended by the board for appointment by the Governor with the consent of the
Senate. Under this bill, all nine members will be appointed by the Governor with the consent of the
Senate.

The directors council of the State Historical Society is created in current law. The bill allows
the board to establish the council; however, if the council is not established by June 1, 2020, the
bill repeals the section authorizing its establishment.

Background

Established in 1879, the Colorado Historical Society, or History Colorado, is a nonprofit
charitable organization and a state agency in the Department of Higher Education.

Assessment

Changing the method for selecting the governing body of the Colorado State Historical
Society will not change the expenditures or revenue for any state agency, and therefore, this bill
is assessed as having no fiscal impact.

Effective Date

The bill was signed into law by the Governor on May 3, 2017, and takes effect
August 9, 2017, assuming no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

Governor Higher Education

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each
fiscal year. For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit: www.leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes/



