
Second Regular Session
Seventieth General Assembly
STATE OF COLORADO

INTRODUCED
 
 

LLS NO. 16-0459.01 Jason Gelender x4330 HOUSE BILL 16-1219

House Committees Senate Committees
State, Veterans, & Military Affairs

A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING THE ASSUMPTION OF THE FUNCTIONS OF STATE DRIVERS'101

LICENSE OFFICES BY COUNTY VEHICLE TITLING AND102
REGISTRATION OFFICES.103

Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

The division of motor vehicles in the department of revenue
(DMV) has administrative oversight over the use of motor vehicles in the
state and the provision of legally valid forms of personal identification.
But the provision of related services to the public is provided by 2
different kinds of DMV-supervised offices as follows:
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! State drivers' license offices are staffed by state employees
and issue and renew drivers' licenses, drivers' permits, and
state identification cards, administer written and drive skills
tests for license applicants, and perform driver record and
vehicle record checks; and

! County vehicle titling and registration offices are staffed by
county employees and act as designated authorized agents
of the DMV to provide vehicle registration and titling
services and issue license plates.

The bill requires the services currently provided by state drivers'
license offices to be provided by county vehicle titling and registration
offices. Specifically, the department of revenue must require the county
vehicle titling and registration offices to provide the services currently
provided by the state drivers' license offices as soon as feasible, but no
later than July 1, 2021. In furtherance of the existing duty of government,
stated in current law, of providing convenient and accessible motor
vehicle services to the public, the authorized agents must, whenever
feasible, provide the services at the same locations at which they currently
provide vehicle registration and titling services and issue license plates.
The department must work collaboratively with the counties before the
county vehicle and titling and registration offices begin providing the
services currently provided by state drivers' license offices to identify the
actions to be taken and funding needed to ensure that the required
assumption of services by county vehicle titling and registration offices
is accomplished expeditiously, efficiently, and effectively, and must
endeavor to maximize cost savings to the state by closing state drivers'
license offices that are no longer needed.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:1

SECTION 1.  Legislative declaration. (1)  The general assembly2

hereby finds and declares that:3

(a)  The division of motor vehicles in the department of revenue4

either directly administers or oversees the administration of various5

functions and services related to the use of motor vehicles in the state and6

the provision of legally valid forms of personal identification, including:7

(I)  Titling and registration of motor vehicles;8

(II)  Issuance of license plates for motor vehicles;9

(III)  Conduct of drivers' license examinations and issuance,10
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suspension, revocation, and reinstatement of drivers' licenses and drivers'1

permits;2

(IV)  Conduct of driver record and vehicle record searches; and3

(V)  Issuance of state identification cards.4

(b)  The execution of the administrative functions of the division5

of motor vehicles is generally divided between:6

(I)  State drivers' license offices, which issue and renew drivers'7

licenses, drivers' permits, and state identification cards, administer written8

and drive skills tests for license applicants, and perform driver record and9

vehicle record checks; and10

(II)  Vehicle registration and titling offices, which counties operate11

as authorized agents of the department of revenue and which provide12

vehicle registration and titling services and issue license plates.13

(c)  The separation of the administrative functions of the division14

of motor vehicles between state drivers' license offices and county15

operated registration and titling offices is not ideal because:16

(I)  It can be burdensome and confusing for individuals who own17

and operate motor vehicles in Colorado to have to go to multiple locations18

and interact with multiple levels of government in order to ensure that19

they can satisfy all legal requirements for the use of their motor vehicles;20

and21

(II)  The state spends a significant amount of money operating22

state drivers' license offices and could likely save money if those offices23

were consolidated with county operated registration and titling offices.24

(2)  The general assembly further finds and declares that it is25

necessary, appropriate, and in the best interest of the state to require26

counties, as authorized agents of the department of revenue and to the27
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extent feasible, to offer the services currently provided by state drivers'1

license offices, including issuance and renewal of drivers' licenses,2

drivers' permits, and state identification cards, administration of written3

and drive skills tests for license applicants, and performance of driver4

record and vehicle record checks at county registration and titling offices.5

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 42-1-210, add (3) as6

follows:7

42-1-210.  County clerks and recorders and manager of8

revenue or other appointed official as agents - legislative declaration9

- fee - consolidation of administrative functions in county offices.10

(3)  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REQUIRE THE PERSONS DESIGNATED IN11

SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION AS THE AUTHORIZED AGENTS OF THE12

DEPARTMENT FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLES13

3 AND 6 OF THIS TITLE TO ASSUME THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE14

PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE AS SOON AS FEASIBLE, BUT NO15

LATER THAN JULY 1, 2021. IN FURTHERANCE OF THE GOAL OF PROVIDING16

CONVENIENT AND ACCESSIBLE MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC,17

THE AUTHORIZED AGENTS SHALL, WHENEVER FEASIBLE, ADMINISTER THE18

PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE AT THE SAME LOCATIONS AT19

WHICH THEY ADMINISTER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLES 3 AND 6 OF THIS20

TITLE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH THE21

AUTHORIZED AGENTS BEFORE THE AGENTS ASSUME THE ADMINISTRATION22

OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE TO IDENTIFY THE ACTIONS23

TO BE TAKEN AND FUNDING NEEDED TO ENSURE THAT THE ASSUMPTION OF24

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENTS25

REQUIRED BY THIS SUBSECTION (3) IS ACCOMPLISHED EXPEDITIOUSLY,26

EFFICIENTLY, AND EFFECTIVELY, AND THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENDEAVOR27
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TO MAXIMIZE COST SAVINGS TO THE STATE BY CLOSING STATE OFFICES1

THAT ADMINISTER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE TO THE2

EXTENT THAT SUCH OFFICES ARE NO LONGER NEEDED.3

SECTION 3.  Act subject to petition - effective date. This act4

takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the5

ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August6

10, 2016, if adjournment sine die is on May 11, 2016); except that, if a7

referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the8

state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act9

within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect10

unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in11

November 2016 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the12

official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.13
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